
 
10:00 AM                   Rincon Congregational U.C.C.         November 30, 2025 

To be a beacon of God’s love and justice. 
Assistive Hearing Devices are available from the ushers.

 
"We keep on waiting  

Waiting on the world to change 
It's hard to be persistent 

When we're standing at a distance 
So we keep on waiting 

Waiting on the world to change” 
- John Mayer (October 16, 1977 - ) 

 
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

 

Prelude                  Concerto in G Major      by Antonio Vivaldi 

 
Lighting of the Hope Candle 
 
Welcome and Announcements           Rev. Karen MacDonald 

 
+Call to Worship                 Rev. Gretchen Steffenson 

One: God of hope, 
God of peace,  
God of joy, 
God of love. 
 
All: We come with our arms outstretched,  
Reaching for You and Your solutions. 



 
One: God of humanity, 
with all that that means,  
we are in times of challenge and need.  
Guide us to the examples of hope all around us. 
 
All: Merciful God, hear our prayers. 
Loving God fulfill our hopes, we pray! 
 
One: Give us hearts filled with courage and creativity. 
Resource us and ready us to serve and be served. 
 
All: Powerful God, hear our prayers. 
And speak wisdom into us.  
 
One: God beyond our understanding,  
But never out of reach,  
Hold us as we journey toward peace.  
Guide us as we seek to serve Your creation.  
Remind us of our worthiness,  
even as we stretch to see the worthiness of others. 
 
All: God of Advent – hope, peace, joy and love –  
hold us in Your heart,  
show us how to be the ones that You want us to be 
in this time and place.  
We give You all the praise for bringing us to our purpose. 
In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 
+Response to Call to Worship         Sanctuary 
 
+Contemporary Voice                          

 
+ Hymn # 127               Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming              vs 1 - 2   

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

Scripture            Isaiah 2:1-5    Matthew 24:36-44 

 
Anthem                  In the Bleak MidWinter                    
 
Sermon        How Long God?                 Rev. Louis J. Mitchell 

 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
+ Hymn # 122                       Come, O Long-Expected Jesus                    vs 1 & 4  

 
Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer          

Our Creator in heaven, 
may your name be revered as holy. 
May your kin-dom come. 
May your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
as we also have forgiven those who sin against us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but rescue us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kin-dom, 
all the power, and all the glory, 
forever and ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Generosity   
 
Offertory                      Creator of the Stars of Night        arr. Ryan H. Jones 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 

GOING IN GOD’S NAME 
 
+Hymn # 393                         Bless Be the Tie That Binds                                      vs 1 - 2          
 
+ Benediction  
 
 +Postlude                       Movement           by N. Mordasov 

+ Please stand if able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Loen Arrington, Gene Buell, Kathy Clow, Rachel Cox, Jackie McKenzie, Donna McCue, Ina Merson, 
Barbara Myers, Terri Ridzelski, Shirley Schoenberger, Evelyn Spitzer, Unique and Chata Walden 
and family, Bill Young, Aston Bloom's brother-in-law Dale, Aston Bloom’s stepdaughter Trisha, Don 
Cole’s cousin Heather and her daughter Alex, Annabel Crites son-in-law Keith, Amy D’Arpino’s Aunt 
Kristi, Amy D’Arpino’s Uncle Duane, Amy D'Arpino's cousin MeLinda, Amy D'Arpino’s friend Kathy, 
Amy D'Arpino’s friend Nicole, Ava Dorrance’s nephew Robin, Nancy Franklin-Hicks’ cousin Trisha,  
Chris Jones’ father Doug,  Karen Melik's mother Ida Mae, Rev. Louis’ cousin Anna, Rev. Louis’ 
friend Almah, Rev Louis’ friend Jan, Carolyn Murphy’s friend Joanne, Shari Murphy’s friends Linda, 
John, and Cece,  Carol Peterson's mother Doris, Carol Peterson’s friend Shawn, Terri Ridzelski’s 
son Johan, Shirley Schoenberger’s daughter Michelle, Louise Small’s daughter Amy, Evelyn 
Spitzer’s friend Sam and his family, Alex Tentser’s brother Yevgeny and his family and his mother 
Dina, Bill Young’s friend Gena and son Griffin, Bill Young’s friend Kevin, Oak 
Flat/Chi'chil Bildagoteel. 
 

 
 

 





 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“PROMOTE THE SPIRIT OF LOVE AS TAUGHT BY JESUS CHRIST” 

PROGRESSIVE BIBLE STUDY – Join us on Wednesdays at 12pm in Room 10 
and via Zoom.   Newcomers and curious visitors are always welcome. 

WHATSAPP - If you don’t have a WhatsApp account, follow these steps on your 
mobile device: 1. Download the WhatsApp account here: whatsapp.com  2. Follow the 
registration in the app 3. Join our 
community: https://chat.whatsapp.com/GkxdOBPnjPZESZL2tQChin  be.  

Who Can Be A Foster Parent? You!  La Paloma Family Services joyfully 
welcomes: Kinship Families, Single Parents, Unmarried Partners, Working Parents, 
Members of the LGBTQ+ Community.  The role of a foster parent is to provide a 
temporary home for children who cannot live safely with their family. A foster parent 
helps ensure a child’s physical, developmental, educational, and emotional needs are 
met while in their care.   La Paloma Family Services can be contacted at 520-429-
4247 or www.lapalomakids.org 

EARTH FRIENDLY BULLETINS – We now post the bulletins to the 
website and have reduced the number of printed bulletins.  Bulletins will be 
available at https://www.rinconucc.org/bulletins   Scan the QR Code and it 
will bring you to our website. 

A Company of Readers - Monday, December 22nd in Room 12 at 
2:00 PM.  December’s book of the month is Fun for the Whole Family by 
Jennifer E. Smith. A Company of Readers meets the 4th Monday of each 
month.  The group typically alternates between fiction and non-
fiction.  Please note, you are welcome to participate any time; join in when 
you can and when the book interests you. 

“INCREASE TRUTH, LOVE, AND JUSTICE IN THE WORLD” 

CREATING BELONGING –  Friday, December 19th at 6:00pm in Fellowship 
Hall - We invite you to join our monthly gathering, Creating Belonging. We come 
together to share and reflect on the intentional work we are doing to examine and 
dismantle racism in our own lives, the systems we impact, and within the institution of 
the church.   

PRIMAVERA – Every month on the fourth Friday, members meet at 3:00pm in 
the church kitchen to prepare a hot meal for 50 to 80 men at the Primavera Emergency 
Men's Shelter.  At 4:30 they leave to deliver and serve the meal.  New workers are 
always welcome!  For more information contact Ann Geiger at 520-529-6223 or 
ghgeiger@aol.com. 

ICS MOBILE FOOD TRUCK - Rincon volunteers distribute food on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month from 8:30 am to 9:30 am to people needing food assistance. 
If interested in volunteering for this ministry, please call or email Linda Stone for more 
information.  Linda Stone (520-999-0253) or basketladylks@gmail.com. 

“SUPPORT THE CHURCH FINANCIALLY” 

When making payments to the church either by check, bill pay, or PayPal, please 
remember to complete the 'Memo' line on your submission.  This will allow for more 
accurate record keeping and for funds to be directed as you intend them to be.  

 

http://whatsapp.com/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GkxdOBPnjPZESZL2tQChin
http://www.lapalomakids.org/
https://www.rinconucc.org/bulletins
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Today’s Leadership 
Worship Leader: Rev. Louis J. Mitchell 

Accompanist: Dr. Alex Tentser 
Music: Matt Rinaldi 

Liturgist: 
Photo: 

Music Licenses: 

Rev. Gretchen Steffenson 
Pexels - Pixabay.com 

CCLI: 539745 and 21225360; OneLicense: A-739152 

  
Rincon Church Staff 

 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Louis J. Mitchell revlouis@rinconucc.org 
Director of Church Administration: Nancy Congdon nancy@rinconucc.org 
Music Director: Matt Rinaldi azsideman@gmail.com 
Accompanist: Dr. Alex Tentser aatentser@msn.com 
AV Tech: Chris Balfour chris.balfour.av@gmail.com 
Book Keeper: Maryam Ansari           balance.point.acctg@gmail.com 
Sexton: Maria Rappeport 
 

 

Rincon Church Officers 
 

Moderator: Sharon Hildebrand sharon@shildebrand.com 

Moderator-Elect: Julie Cahoon shimmer2014@cox.net 

Treasurer: Ina Merson daveandlindastone@comcast.net 

Clerk: Carolyn Murphy carmur1972@gmail.com 

  
                                     

 
 

Looking for an easy way to donate?   
Scan the QR Code and be brought directly to our donation page. 
          

 
 

 

Grounded in openness and with respect and justice for all, Rincon Congregational United Church of 
Christ is a welcoming and progressive Christian community that believes in a God who is more about 
grace than judgment.  Inspired by meaningful worship and teaching, we strive to be God’s heart and 
hands in action, seeking to be living examples of Christ’s abundant love. 
 

All Who Come to Worship God are Welcome! 
Together we seek to love the world and to embrace others as Jesus did.  Therefore, everyone is invited 
into full membership regardless of age, race, ethnic origin or worldly condition. We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation, accepting and valuing people regardless of race, gender, age, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity and physical/mental ability. We also are a Just Peace Church, committed to 
corporately naming and boldly proclaiming a public identity as a justice-doing, peace-seeking church. 
 
 
 
 

 

Rincon Congregational Church UCC * 122 N Craycroft Rd, Tucson AZ 85711 
520-745-6237 * Email: Office@RinconUCC.org * Website: www.RinconUCC.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9-12 & 1-5  
The church office is CLOSED on Mondays 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall 



This Week’s Meetings 
Sunday, November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 

10:00 AM ~ Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
4:30 PM ~ Desert Voices (Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall) 

 
Monday, December 1 

Church Office CLOSED 
9:30 AM ~ Knitting Group (Room 1A) 

10:00 AM ~ CPR Classes Near Me (Room 1A) 
6:00 PM ~ Marshallese Ministry (Room 10) 

7:00 PM ~ Reveille Men’s Chorus (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesday, December 2 
6:00 PM ~ Marshallese Ministry (Room 1A) 

7:00 PM ~ Al-Anon (Room 10) 
 

Wednesday, December 3 
8:30 AM ~ ICS Mobile Food Pantry (Parking Lot) 

12:00 PM ~ Bible Study (Room 10 and Zoom) 
7:00 PM ~ Desert Voices (Fellowship Hall) 

 
Thursday, December 4 

6:00 PM ~ CPR Classes Near Me (Room 1A) 
6:00 PM ~ Reverb (Fellowship Hall) 

 
Friday, December 5 

 
Saturday, December 6 

10:00 AM ~ Hanging of the Greens (Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, December 7 
Second Sunday of Advent 

10:00 AM ~ Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
1:30 PM ~ Church Council (Zoom) 

4:30 PM ~ Desert Voices (Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

 

 


