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“We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering
through a mist. But it won’t be long before the weather clears and the
sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us,
knowing [God] directly just as [God] knows us! But for right now, until
that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward that
consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love
extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:12-13 (MSG)

Many people, Christian and non-Christian, would agree with the Bible passage above.
Love is the answer! The love of God and neighbor means treating one another with
care, compassion, dignity, and respect. But when it comes to treating American Indian
persons with such intentionality an old federal law, still in effect, makes this less likely.
It is called the “Doctrine of Discovery” (DoD).  The doctrine of discovery originated
from various church documents in Christian Europe in the mid-1400s to justify the
pattern of domination and oppression by European monarchies as they invasively
arrived in the Western hemisphere. (For background, visit www.ucc.org/dod. ) 
In the United Church of Christ, as a united and uniting denomination, the Council
for American Indian Ministry (CAIM) was formed in 1970 under the guidance of Tillie
Walker, an honored elder and member of the UCC. 
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CAIM began its work in 1971, with Robert Fox as its
first executive director and Juanita Helphrey as
assistant director. CAIM’s tasks were many: to provide
counsel to the reservation churches; to distribute
funds from the UCC to churches and other projects
on and off American Indian reservations that made
claims on them; to relate the UCC’s mission to those of other denominations; 
and to interpret the ministry to the church at large.

CAIM’s vision was that they become an integral part of the life of the UCC.  Their
purpose was to maintain “our Indian traditions by employing our Native values and
culture to witness in our communities through an authentic and postcolonial Indian
expression of the Christian faith. We are a gathering ‘place’ for all UCC Indian people
who seek such a ‘place.’” ( www.caimucc.org)
Additionally, “CAIM advocates for Indian justice in Washington, DC, and in the UCC
conferences where Native Americans reside. CAIM reaches out to all, while speaking

the truth in love, concerning our denomination's complicity
in historic wrongs and continued paternalism and racism.”
You can help by staying informed of legislative bills that affect
the Native American community. One such bill is H.R. 684:
Non-Disparagement of the Native American Persons or
Peoples in Trademark Registration Act of 2015. H.R. 684 was
referred to the House Judiciary Committee in February
2015. Contact your State representative to share your
opinion. 
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the

Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy

efforts, and direct service projects.


