
 

  

Dear Friends, 
 

It is hard to believe that we are headed into fall already. While even in Tucson, 
nature slows down in the fall and winter, our lives actually pick up pace. The 
days get shorter but our to-do list gets longer! In this season, it is so easy to 
get caught up in the rush of things and lose any sense of reverence for life.  In 
addition, the contentious process over the nomination of the next Supreme 
Court Justice, highly charged election campaigns, and daily roll-backs con-
cerning the care of creation and rights of all people create an atmosphere of 
anxiety and fear. It is no wonder that we hit ñfast-forwardò to get us through the 
end of the year, and in doing so, lose the very gifts of God-made-manifest in 
each moment. 
 

In Lukeôs gospel, Mary, the mother of Jesus, invites us into an intentionality of 

deep and abiding reverence. Through a daily practice of appreciation, respect, 

awe, amazement, and cherishing of life, we awaken to Godôs grace in, 

through, and around us. Telling a story to a child, holding the hand of an aging 

parent, watching the sun splash across the horizon as it rises and falls, shar-

ing a meal with a dear friend ï even the mundane tasks of repairing the leaky 

faucet or washing the dishes ï all can be gateways into Godôs grace.  Every 

day can be a holy-day for ñthose who live in reverence.ò 

What would it mean to you to live life in reverence? One simple practice I have 
is going outside to see the fading stars and rising sun, check on the chickens, 
and walk my property to see what new things God has done in the past day. 
Another practice of reverence is to make little altars throughout your space 
that only you might see. A prayer card on the dash of your car, writing God on 
the inside of your wrist, some words from scripture or a list of people you are 
praying for on your bathroom mirror ï all little stepping stones that keep you 
on a path of alertness, anticipation, and reverence in the present moment.  
 

Two people can practice reverence together by sitting in silence for a few mo-
ments with palms resting together in the lap, just watching the breath. After a 
minute or two, each turns hands down to rest on thighs, to 
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God gives grace through all the ages 
to those who live in reverence all their lives. 

 

 ï Maryôs Magnificat, translated by Sister Mary Callahan, OSB 
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release anything that gets in the way of being fully present, and after a minute or two, turning palms up in a 
gesture of gratitude for however God is made manifest to you that day. Mindful silence, during meals, or at 
any point in the day, is another powerful shared practice of reverence. Five successive breaths, each one 
deeper and longer helps to re-center and be fully present at that moment.  And Church at its best inspires 
and builds on practices of reverence.  
 

 I invite you to choose a practice or two of reverence to help you stay grounded and grateful for Godôs grace 
through these closing months of the year. I would love to hear from you what you do to live in reverence 
every day and how, through doing so, you stumble on unexpected grace.  
 

Joy and justice, 

, 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Delle 
 

 
Leap of Faith  

On behalf of the Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team I encourage you to 
participate in this yearôs Leap of Faith fundraising effort!  The Leap of Faith is a 
revenue stream approved by the congregation for the 2018 budget and has 
been a budget item at Rincon for many years.  In fact, I had to find an old 
floppy disc to ascertain when Leap of Faith began!!   Leap of Faith helps 
bridge the gap between pledged income, loose offering and unpledged income 
so that we can provide the all the programming that makes Rincon Congrega-
tional UCC a dynamic church!   
 

Leap of Faith income is used for much more than simply ñkeeping the lights on 
and paying the billsò.  Leap of Faith money ensures qualified musicians for worship on Sunday, two nursery 
caregivers-which meet the standards for a ñSafe Churchò, and a full time Director of Church Administration-
necessary for a busy and growing faith community.   
 

Furthermore, operating revenue (including Leap of Faith income) helps meet our budget commitments in-
cluding Our Churchôs Wider Mission; supporting community partners through Justice and Witness Ministries, 
and Christian education opportunities for congregants and friends of all ages. 
 

Momentum is on the rise.  Members are enthusiastic and visitors are returning-many eager to get involved 
right away.  With your support, we can continue to meet our commitments and finish the year in a strong fi-
nancial position.  Skip the lattes, a concert, the latest marketing scheme, or whatever 
makes you feel positive about making a small sacrifice to support the Leap of Faith.  
 

Your generosity is appreciated!!  
 

Ceanne Alvine, Chair, Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team 
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CREATION CARE MINISTRY  

 

ñIn the beginning, when God created the heavens and 
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the watersò  (Genesis 1:1-2) 
 

ñThen the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and the 
Lamb, through the middle of the city street.  On either 
side of the river is the tree of lifeéand the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations.ò  (Revelation 22:1-
2) 
 

The Bible begins and ends with water.  Life came from 
the deep waters.  Life for all people in Godôs new creation is nourished by a bright flowing 
river.  Water, says scripture, is lifeðphysically, spiritually, emotionally. 
 

Given the primacy of water, on September 22, the Creation Care ministry sponsored a field 
trip to Watershed Management Group to learn about water in the desert.  We learned that in 
Tucson, as everywhere in the world, more rain falls than we humans use.  We learned that 
pumping water from the Colorado River uses a lot  of electricity, and generating electricity 
means burning coal usually, and burning coal means more greenhouse gases in our atmos-
phere.  We learned that there are lots of ways we can use more rainwater and less pumped 
river water. We learned that Tucson Water offers significant rebates to offset the costs of in-
stalling rainwater harvesting systems.  We saw that using harvested rainwater nourishes lush 
native desert foliage, which in turn nourishes desert critters and our own spirits. 
 

It was a beautiful, inspiring morning.  Weôll be exploring how we can apply what we learned 
at our own homes and at church.  
 

Creation Careôs next offering is a movie night!  Come see a stirring flick about this beautiful 
Earth, munch on popcorn, and kibbutz together about what we view.  Do mark this in your 
calendars: 

Wednesday, October 17, 2018  
6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall  
Popcorn provided!  

Any questions?  Feel free to contact Rev. Karen MacDonald:  
               520-336-0625 or  desertsky57@gmail.com.     

 

See you at the movies!  
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The Arizona Corporation Commission AZCC impacts your life every day. It has 5 elected mem-

bers, who serve four-year terms and are responsible for setting utility rates and regulating 

power, water, and wastewater utilities (including all pipelines); telecommunications; as well as 

regulating ALL  corporations (both profit and non-profit), security dealers, and railroad safety. 

The AZCC is basically a fourth branch of government, unique to Arizona, which regulates 343 

utility providers.  This means the 5 people elected to the AZCC have enormous power in our 

state.  The AZCC impacts the kind of energy we use, and the candidates represent a range of 

views on using renewable energy sources, which in turn impacts the health of the air we 

breathe. 
 

This year 2 of the 5 seats are up for election, and there are 4 candidates--2 Republicans and 2 

Democrats.  
 

In the interest of helping us take care of God's beautiful Earth, the Creation Care group will 

keep us apprised of opportunities to know the AZCC candidates, so we can make informed vot-

ing choices on November 6.  Here's the first opportunity: 
 

            Meet the Candidates for Arizona Corporation Commission 

            Saturday, October 6, 2:00 -3:30 p.m.  

            Joel D. Valdez Main Library, 101 N. Stone Ave. 

            virtual forum format, moderated live in Tucson 
 

Sponsored by:  

League of Women Voters Greater Tucson 
Sustainable Tucson 

Tucsonôs Emerging 2030 District  
 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

The Justice & Witness Ministry will be holding a  
non -partisan voter registration drive  

after both church services on  
Sunday, September 30 and Sunday, October 7 .  

 

O C T OB E R 2 0 1 8  P a g e  4  



 

  

 
 

Save the Date!  
Rincon UCC All -church Visioning Retreat  

Saturday, November 3, 2018  
9am-3pm - Fellowship Hall  

Facilitated by Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr.  Delle McCormick  

 
Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. They shall be like a tree 
planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its 
leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear 
fruit. - Jeremiah 17:7 -8 
 

Members and friends of all ages will gather as a community on Saturday, November 3
rd

 to be-
gin the first of two retreats for Re-visioning and Strategic Planning for the ministry of Rincon 
UCC. Perhaps you recall five years ago when church members and friends gathered for a simi-
lar retreat, designed  to get to know each other, drawing on our collective roots, memories of 
past programs, and discerning next steps in ministry over the next five years. The retreat con-
sists of an integrated approach of scripture, art, singing, and individual and group reflection on 
the ñGood Newsò at Rincon. Anyone who is interested in the future of ministry at Rincon is wel-
come to attend. Just bring a generous heart, open mind, a willingness to explore our past, pre-
sent and future.  
 

Child care provided. RSVP please to church office (nancy@rinconucc.org or 745-6237) with 
indication of vegetarian, meat, or any dietary restriction.  
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.ò ï Matthew 25:35-36 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REPAIRS FOR CHILDRENôS PLAY PLACE 
The Childrenôs Play Place has been closed due to structural integrity issues on the 
seating structures.  Building and Grounds and the Faith Development Ministry 
Teams are committed to researching and providing a sound replacement that main-
tains the original integrity of the play area design. Please accept our apologies 
while our play area is under construction. 
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Creation Care  
Ministry Group  

Movie Night!  
Wednesday ,  

October 17, 2018     
6:30-8:30 p.m.   
Fellowship Hall 

Popcorn provided! 

 

SOCIETY OF ST. ARIUS 

Meets every other Sunday 
12:15ð1:30 pm  (October 14, 
28) in Room 11. Facilitated by 
Rincon member Scott Shumaker 
the book and spiritual discussion 
group focuses on the history of 
Christian theology and its rele-
vance for today.  Contact Scott 

(sshumaker048@gmail.com) for more infor-
mation. 

 
 

OFF THE BEATEN PATH:  

Pastors Book/Bible group   

  

Lydia's Impatient Sisters   
by Luise Schottroff  

Friday, October 12th  

9:00 AM, Room 12  

 
 

 
Blessing  

of the Animals  
Sunday, October 7th  

5:00 PM  
Labyrinth  

Bring your pet(s) for 
our annual Blessing of the Animals event.   
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NAOMI CIRCLE ð invites all adults of our church to join us on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM  in Room 1A.  On Tuesday, October 16th, join Julie Strom, a field biolo-
gist from the Pima County Center for Urban Wildlife, as she speaks about ñLiving with Ur-
ban Wildlifeò.  She will also address questions you might have concerning your own experi-
ences with ñbackyard wildlifeò. 

A COMPANY OF READERS  

Rinconôs book group meets on 
the fourth Monday of each 
month at 7:00PM in a partici-
pantôs home. The October 22nd 
book selection is Dreamland  by 

Sam Quinones.  Location: Jean 
Granilloôs home.  Contact Ann 
Geiger 529-6223. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TUCSON AIDS WALK  - We will be participating 
in this year's AIDS walk, in honor of Randy 
Decker  and all people who have been impacted 
by HIV/AIDS. You can join the Rincon Team by 
visit ing our team page at  https://
www.firstgiving.com/team/379451. The Tucson 
AIDS Walk, which benefits Southern Arizona 
AIDS Foundation (SAAF) will be Sunday, Octo-
ber 14

th
. More information is available at https://

aidswalktucson.saaf.org/.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diversity  

Toastmasters  
This is a brand new club and will meet weekly on 
Wednesdays starting at 6pm in Room 10 . First 
session will be Wednesday, October 10th.  

mailto:srshumaker@aol.com
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/379451
https://www.firstgiving.com/team/379451
https://aidswalktucson.saaf.org/
https://aidswalktucson.saaf.org/


 

  

MEMORIAL SERVICE  
VOLUNTEERS 

The Congregational Life Min-
istry Team is recruiting  
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p 

host memorial service receptions.  If 
you can help with this important ministry 
please contact Ann Geiger 520.529.6223 or 
Beth Shelby 503.341.4420  
  

Refreshment Hosts ð By 
preparing & serving simple 
treats and beverages after 
worship we provide the  op-
portunity to visit with one 
another and welcome 
guests. New volunteers are 

always welcome! Please contact Ann Gei-
ger 520.529.6223 
  

Hospitality  
We Need Your Help !  

 
Our Hospitality Project has 
been very successful.  How-
ever, we need everyone to help 
this project continue to be a 
success.   
 

 

"What  does  God  

requ i re  o f  you  

bu t  to  do jus t ice  and to  

love  k indness   

and to   

walk  humbly  w i th  

your  God?"   

-  M icah 6 :8  

 

Primavera Meal Prep ðOn the 
fourth Tuesday of each month 
(October 23 ) at 3:00 PM Rin-
con volunteers prepare a meal 
in the Rincon kitchen for the 
Catalina House transition 

housing unit run by Primavera.  The meal is de-
livered to the Catalina House by a volunteer in 
time for dinner.  For more information or to vol-
unteer contact Ann Geiger at 520.529.6223.  

 

Casa Maria Feeding Pro-
gramðEvery four weeks we 
purchase supplies and make 
about 1,600 sandwiches for the 
Casa Maria Free Soup Kitchen. 
October 27 at 8:00 AM .  A 

soup-making volunteer is also need on each 
Sunday following each Saturday sandwich mak-
ing date. This task is completed at the Casa 
Maria soup kitchen. For more information con-
tact Judy Hubbard at 520.790.8471. 

 
Sunday Morning Greeters ð
We are in need of Greeters for 
the 10:45 AM service.  As a 
greeter you can help our mem-

bers and visitors feel welcome as they come in 
to worship.  If you can help, please contact 
Nancy in the church office at 520.745.6237 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
ð Every Wed, 12 -1 PM, 
Stedman room. Knit or 
crochet prayer shawls to 

be blessed and given to those in need comfort 
or celebrating a joy! Bring your own yarn and 
needles.  
Contact: Nancy 520.745.6237. 
 

 
CELEBRATE - As a Celebrate 
teacher, you will be using the 
Sparks curriculum which has a 
story the first week then builds 
off that with art, cooking, and 

bible games for our elementary school aged 
children. If you would like to participate please 
contact Amanda Goodenow or Jen Thorn. 

O C T OB E R 2 0 1 8  P a g e  7  


