NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S
JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.
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A Note From Our Interim Pastor:
Hello, Rincon community!
I hope you’re enjoying these crisp autumnal mornings and evenings – and staying
warm! As we tilt away from the sun, I love how the light changes every day on the
mountains, always highlighting new angles and new perspectives on formations that
(seem to) remain constant day after day, month after month, year after year. I hear
that the winter light brings all new colors to them too! I can’t wait.
In many ways, this is a great analogy for an intentional interim period in a church.
Our church. Your church.
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In general, we are called to hold everything up to the light, but that’s especially true in
an interim ministry period. We see what glows, and as we turn things around in relation to the source(s), we see how light is refracted, blocked, or amplified. By shifting
angles, positions, and perspectives, we see things glow that might have been in
shadow before, and we shade things that maybe need some time to rekindle. We
take stock of everything, evaluating how we can ensure the light touches all it can
with warmth and life.

All of these motions and observations and reflections are a process, which also
Gatherings
7 makes this an exciting, vulnerable, and sometimes scary time (boo! Happy HallowPrayers & Celebrations 8 een). The key to balance and clarity through it all is to collectively hold our “object”
November Calendar 9 up to the light as much as possible. That doesn’t mean always (or ever) agreeing on
which angle and opportunities provide the best illumination on the path forward, but it
does mean we are centered in a shared purpose for determining that path.
Spotlight on S&F
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I know Rincon has experienced much “de-centering” in our recent history. That destabilizing and separation
and “thin” feeling as a collective body also gets inside us as individuals. We do our part, and do it well, but it
might feel disconnected from the rest of what’s going on because the center around which we congregate
became too diffuse (or became something else entirely).
Interim time is (re)centering time. It’s why I’ve been encouraging reflection and prayer on our Mission Statement these past few weeks – on our ‘why.’ On your why. Individually…and collectively.
Continued on Page 2

PASTOR’S BOOK GROUP
Wednesdays from 9:15am – 10:15am
in the Prayer Garden (weather permitting) or Room 12 of our sanctuary building.
We are reading and discussing
We Make The Road By Walking by Brian D. McLaren.
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Momentum has carried this church body over different seasons of peaks and valleys and every elevation in
-between. Rituals and practices and participation in the daily life of the church are so important to sustaining momentum. At the same time, it’s important to climb the daily trees regularly, to get a look at the entire
forest and see the overall momentum and trajectory. Right now, to give one example, the current momentum of the church is evident in decline of membership and money year over year. Those two things aren’t
necessarily indicative of church health or how a church even should be defined, but it’s worth pointing out
the pattern as we use this interim time to determine what growing forward means.
Does growing forward mean a boost in numbers? Young/er folks? Money? Evolving worship? Radically
rethinking the use of our property? All of the above? None of the above? These are questions we will be
asking and answering together in the next several months, starting very soon. They are critical not just to
an interim process, but to the life and history and present and future of Rincon UCC. They’re why we are
blessed with a liturgical consultant for the next three months, to teach us what’s possible and what we’re
capable in our worship, and how to deepen those muscles as we name – collectively – our likes and dislikes. More importantly, we’ll be able to center ourselves around a question and answer that is key to growing forward: why do we worship the way we do, and why do we incorporate music into worship? From
there, how do we feel called to incorporate a coherent flow of music and liturgy for all our members and
friends and visitors? Finally, ‘what’ kind of liturgy and music we have will practically answer itself as we find
ourselves centered around the different things that bring us each closer to God in corporate worship, but all
point us towards our hitching post: the life-giving way of Jesus and how we express it in our mission statement. Everything else we do in our daily church life together is held up to the light to see if it refracts towards that, for as many of those who call Rincon home as possible.
Related to these ‘why’ questions and reflections: nowhere in our by-laws does it stipulate the length our
church services are supposed to be. Now before I go on, let me say this: I know some services, like this
letter, have gone on quite long – or rather, they have felt long to many of you. Some of that definitely has
to do with the newness of transition and the time I wanted to take to observe the existing liturgy in place,
and to build trust before following your lead in bringing forth ways that will address the spirit of our worship
overall. Those things are starting to be brought forth now, and I believe these exercises in a more unified,
coherent, and experiential liturgy will solve for much of what makes some services (or parts of them) seem
to drag. We have to not only know, but feel in our spirits why we are going through this collective ceremony of worship and life. And indeed, to make sure we are fed with life through as much of it as possible.
At the same time, church attendance is a choice and a chance. It’s a chance to sit, sing, listen, reflect,
pray, speak, and witness. It’s a chance to focus on the cross. Focusing on the clock gets in the way of
that. So if things are dragging, it’s something we can solve for, and while services will be consistently getting shorter – or back to what they “used to be” – getting to an hour-long service is never going to be an
end in and of itself if we’re there for the hitching post of the cross.
As ever, please do know that my door is open for setting up time to talk and listen through not just what you
observe as working or not, but to talk through why and how you feel fed at Rincon – and how we can be
growing that nourishment even more abundantly. It’s also time to talk more with each other in hope and
love about what you want out of this place. At the end of the day, I’m the interim. My role is to hold up a
clean and clear mirror and guide, nudge, and reflect back the journey forward for you all to own. That
means potentially hard and honest conversations – sharing with each other what you share with me about
your likes and dislikes and hopes for what can serve the whole.
Continued on page 3
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I’ve written enough – I’m excited for this weekend, and hope you are too. Bring grace and space for this
unique interim time and the questions it raises about this church you call home. Change and growth is often
hard, but at the end of the day, what it looks like – and why – will belong to you.
Peace to you all in the strong name of Jesus –
Rev. Seth
P.S. The announcement/invitation is below, but as you feel led, bring in a photo, drawing, memento, etc of
a loved one who you’ve lost earthside for our All Saints service. The children and our liturgical consultant
will be guiding our way towards remembrance, mourning, and celebration of life.

BE THE CHURCH: WORSHIP AT RINCON
A Workshop Open to All
Sunday, November 10th
11:30-1:30pm with food provided

In this two-hour workshop, we’ll engage the ways liturgy, music and art in our Sunday morning worship is
core to community building and talk about who we want to build community with, in this interim season and
the years to come. We will also audit current elements of worship through the “BE THE CHURCH” lens.
What does it mean to commit to antiracist practices concerning worship and liturgy? What power dynamics
are at work in the space we worship in? Finally we will dream a little bit and throw any and all ideas onto
the wall, with particular attention to the coming Advent and Christmas season.
Anyone who is currently involved in contributing to Sunday morning worship in any way, is invited to attend
and lift up vision and voice. Anyone who has wanted to be involved but hasn’t, as well as anyone who has
never considered being involved but is curious, is also strongly urged to come share in the learning and visioning together.
The workshop will be led by Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey, Minister For Congregational and Community Engagement at the National Setting of the UCC and founder of Restoration Village Arts.
For our All Saints Day Remembrance at worship on Sunday, November 3, The Faith Development Team invites
everyone to bring a photo of or a note to a beloved person or pet who has recently died, for placement at an altar that the children will be building as part of the service
Parents and grandparents, please invite your children to
participate by helping them select a photo or draw a picture or write a note so all the children can bring a remembrance of their beloved.
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The Rincon UCC Library
In the Sanctuary, down the hall past the bathrooms, in
a small gathering room you will find a large bookcase
for congregational use.
This month’s featured reading is the classic by Robert
Coles: The Spiritual Life if Children. A great read for
parents, grandparents and all in our church who welcome our children to pray, sing, learn and serve with us at worship and beyond.
“The Spiritual Life of Children” provides words and colorful pictures of children, Jewish/Christian/
Moslem/secular and depict their musings as they approach God/Christ/Spirit/the numinous with
openness, passion and fearlessness.
This book leads you to reflect on your own soul journey at any age.
In his book, Free of Charge, Miroslav Volf writes
that there are two irresistible false images of God
that we run between: God the negotiator and
God the Santa Claus. Instead of the image of
God as a purposeful and generous giver, the negotiator God can be cruelly disappointingly or the
Santa Claus God becomes our self-absorption
writ large. Neither image, negotiator or Santa
Claus, challenges or calls us to imitate the joy
and the goodness of God the Giver.
Increasingly, you find four words stenciled beside the storm grates: “we all live downstream.” Selfishly (and sometimes we have all started at this point), we read into those words “I
am the catch basin downstream so make sure only goodness is flowing my way.” But, more
ecologically and theologically correct, is that we are all midstream. If we are made in the image
of God the Giver, we are a channel not the catch basin of God’s good gifts. We are not the final
destination of the Creator’s gifts.
When we allow God’s gifts to flow through us we emulate God the giver. When we emulate God
the negotiator, we move from an economy of generosity to an economy of extraction. How can
we cut the best deal? Or when we emulate Santa Claus is our magnanimity enabling insatiable
desires and unaccountable behaviors because we cannot be bothered to be involved. Being involved with purpose, joy and grace is why it is so difficult for us to give and give well.
Again, when we allow God’s gifts to flow through us we emulate God the giver. The gifts we give
are not gifts that must be extracted from us or given for our exaltation but are gifts from God that
have flowed through us. We are participants in something larger than us. God’s giving began
before us and will continue long after us. We are invited to participate in this generosity of spirit,
love, and self. Our participation reflects the generosity of the initial giver who set grace in motion. Our lives show the image we have of God.
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BE THE CHURCH
We are reminded in many ways on the Rincon Campus to “be the church”. And each of
us is encouraged to find ways to be the church as an individual and as a part of the entire
congregation. Recently we have been the church by hosting migrants, visiting a friend in
need, making sandwiches for the hungry, attending a book study, repairing a roof, providing hospitality, planning ice cream and a movie for children, and attending service on Sunday to strengthen our faith.
In the coming interim weeks and months we will be spending considerable time as a congregation thinking about why we want to be the church, how we can be the church and
what it will take to be that church.
We are encouraged again this month to get to know the nuts and bolts of Rincon by attending a Ministry Team Meeting. You will be amazed at the energy, knowledge, teamwork, and commitment it takes to maintain our wonderful church.
Stewardship and Finance
Justice and Witness
Personnel
Worship Music and Arts
Buildings and Grounds
Congregational Life

Nov. 8
Nov. 12
Nov. 12
Nov. 13
Nov. 13
Nov. 14

3:00 P.M.
4:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
5:30 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
3:30 P.M.

Visit a team and think about how you can “be the church”.

“We strive to be God’s heart and hands in action, seeking to be living
examples of Christ’s abundant love.” Each of us as a member or
friend of Rincon is called to participate in our mission.
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Stewardship & Finance
The Stewardship and Finance (S&F) Ministry Team is responsible for conserving, preserving, and protecting the financial assets of Rincon Congregational UCC. Among these responsibilities are the establishment and ongoing oversight of the church’s financial operations and procedures (Financial Handbook),
maintaining our financial health, govern the financial operations of the church, and exercise oversight of all
the church's financial investments including checking accounts, savings accounts, stock and bond funds,
trusts, and endowment funds.
S&F leads the annual budgeting process and as you are presently aware organizes and leads the annual
stewardship campaign with help and cooperation of other Ministry Teams of the church. It recommends to
the Church Council the financial plan to be proposed to the congregation at our annual meeting.
The S&F mission is accomplished by a multitude of dedicated staff and volunteers including the DCA
(Nancy Congdon), bookkeeper (Donna McCue), treasurer (Joe Seger), the counting committee (Heidi
Shirk, George Easley, Debbie Curtis, Ann Brittain), the audit committee (David Shirk, David Stone, Rich
Lamoreaux), all led by the S&F Ministry Team (David Stone, Karen Webster, Sharon Hildebrand, Jim
Slanger and Joe Seger).
Our next meeting is November 8th at 3:00 pm in Sanctuary Room 11.
David Stone
daveandlindastone@comcast.net

Please join us on Sunday, November 17th
for our annual Stewardship Brunch
following the 10am Worship Service.
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Primavera Meal Prep—
Primavera Meal Prep will be
Tuesday, November 26th at
3:00pm. Volunteers prepare a
meal in the Rincon kitchen for
the Catalina House transition
housing unit run by Primavera. The meal is delivered to the Catalina House by a volunteer.
For more information or to volunteer contact
Ann Geiger at 520.529.6223.
Casa Maria Feeding Program—Every four weeks we
purchase supplies and make
about 1,600 sandwiches for the
Casa Maria Free Soup Kitchen.
November 23rd at 8:00 AM.
A soup-making volunteer is also needed on
each Sunday following each Saturday sandwich
making date. This task is completed at the Casa
Maria soup kitchen. For more information contact Judy Hubbard at 520.790.8471.

Hatha Yoga
Monday’s at 5:30pm
in Fellowship Hall

Diversity Toastmasters
First three Wednesdays
6pm in Room 1A

Refreshment Hosts— By
preparing & serving simple
treats and beverages after
worship we provide the opportunity to visit with one
another and welcome
guests. New volunteers are
always welcome! Please contact Ann Geiger 520.529.6223

Hospitality
We Need Your Help!
Our Hospitality Project has
been very successful. However, we need everyone to help
this project continue to be a
success. The shifts between
8:00am and 8:00pm need
coverage.
A COMPANY
OF READERS
Rincon’s book group
meets on the fourth
Monday of each month
at 7:00 pm in a participant’s home. The November 25 book selection is Becoming by Michelle Obama. Meeting
place: Karen Webster’s
home. Contact Ann Geiger at (520) 529-6223.

Coffee with Rev. Seth
Every Friday morning Rev.
Seth will be at Prep & Pastry
at 6450 E Grant Road from
8:30-10:30am.

Sunday, November 17th
Immediately following our
10am worship service

NOVEMBER 2019

WORSHIP
SERVICE
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P R AY E R S & C E L E B R AT I O N S

10:00AM in the Sanctuary

SPREAD THE WORD
Like us!
Share us!
https://www.facebook.com/
RinconCongregationalUCC

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

or
https://www.instagram.com/
RinconCongregationalUCC
And also be sure to check out our
website: http://www.rinconucc.org/

2019 ADVENT DEVOTIONALS

ON-GOING CARE
Fran Buss
Kathy Clow
Pat Gilbert
Phyllis Klingenfus
Larry Schloss
Felix Schoenberger
Carl Schrorer
Nancy Anderson’s friend (Sue)
Minta Keyes’ brother (Jon)
Beth Shelby’s sister (Carol)
Karla Ulichny’s friend (Noah)

11/3 Jean Bronson
11/4 Tom Merson
11/6 Shari Murphy
11/10 Nancy Franklin-Hicks
11/13 Devin Depew
11/13 Ted Petranoff
11/14 Camille Harris
11/15 Donald Collier
11/15 Donna Harrison
11/22 Felix Schoenberger
11/24 William Sulzer
11/27 Barb Kuelbs
11/30 Pam Denzer
11/30 Manny Palacios

(THE STILL SPEAKING WRITER’S GROUP)

The promise of God's presence and
restoration is not just for humanity but
for all creation. Keep company with
the stars and planets, cattle and sheep
for the Advent 2019 season.
From the writers of the popular
online Daily Devotional, A New
Earth includes a biblical text, reflection, and prayer for each day. New for
2019: this popular resource now includes daily readings through Epiphany. Order your copy from the office: $7.00

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
11/3
11/12
11/12
11/19
11/19
11/29

Nursery Attendants:
POINSETTIAS
Let’s make our worship
space beau-tiful and fill it
with red poinsettias. Order
forms are available in the
Sanctuary or you may also
call/email Nancy in the office.
Poinsettias are $13 each.

Ashley Kendrew and
Kathy Kolmer
Children are an important
part of our community and
are encouraged to remain
in worship with their families. Child care is
available in Rooms
7/8 during both worship services.

Jean & Vicente Granillo
Shirley & Felix Schoenberger
Fred Pace & Gail Gibbons-Pace
Bev & Gene Buell
Ted & Georgia Petranoff
Ann & Gordon Geiger

10:00am Worship

7:00pm A Company of
Readers
7:00pm Reveille

11:30am Council

6:30pm Room 10 Rented

11:00am Mary Magdala

25

10:00am Worship

24

11:30 Stewardship Brunch

9:00am English Class
9:30am Alzheimer’s Group
2:30pm Primavera
5:30pm Creation Care
7:30pm Al-Anon

26

7:00pm Naomi Circle
7:30pm Al-Anon

6:30pm Room 10 Rented

7:00pm Reveille

9:00am English Class

5:30pm Hatha Yoga

10:00am Worship

19

18

17

7:30pm Al-Anon

6:30pm Room 10 Rented

7:00pm Reveille

6:00pm Personnel

6:00pm Desert Voices

12:00pm Prayer Shawl

27
9:15am Pastor’s Book
Group

6:00pm Diversity
Toastmasters

6:00pm Desert Voices

1:00pm Learning
Curve

12:00pm Prayer Shawl

10:30 am C-2-C

20
9:15am Pastor’s Book
Group

6:30 pm B&G

6:00pm Desert Voices

6:00pm Diversity
Toastmasters

5:30 pm WM&A

1:00pm Learning
Curve

12:00pm Prayer Shawl

9:15am Pastor’s Book
Group

9:00am English Class
9:30am Alzheimer’s Group
5:00pm JAWM

6:00pm Desert Voices

6:00pm Diversity
Toastmasters

1:00pm Learning
Curve

12:00pm Prayer Shawl

13

9:00am English Class
7:30pm Al-Anon

6
9:15am Pastor’s Book
Group

Wed

12

5

Tue

5:30pm Hatha Yoga

11

7:00pm Reveille

6:30pm Room 10 Rented

5:30pm Hatha Yoga

4

Mon

3:00pm Christine Harper
Student Recital

11:30am Be The Church
Worksop

11:30am Faith Development

10:00am Worship

10

3

Sun

5:30pm NA Meeting

28

99:00am English Class
5:30pm NA Meeting
7:00pm Reverb

21

9:00am English Class
3:30pm CL
5:30pm NA Meeting
6:00pm Private Parent
Group
7:00pm Reverb

14

9:00am English Class
1:30pm Tucson PopsMtng
5:30pm NA Meeting
7:00pm Reverb

7

Thu

7:00pm COSNA

29

7:00pm COSNA

22

7:00pm COSNA

15

3:00pm S&F
7:00pm COSNA

30

8:00am Casa Maria
3:00pm Tucson Repertory
Orchestra, Chamber
Music

23

9:00am ReFraming
Justice Workshop

16

11:00am Private Parent
Group

9

9:00am ReFraming
Justice Workshop
2:00pm Celebration of Life
for John Anderson

7:00pm COSNA

8

2

Sat

1

Fri

