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Dear Friends, 

The week before Christmas has brought so many special moments in the life 

of the church. I want to share a few that I experienced this past week. My list 

isn’t exhaustive, but I confess that it is sometimes exhausting! My Christmas 

letter to you is a mirror I hold up to show you a few ways in which we have 

lived into our commitment to BE THE CHURCH this week: 

ered at Nancy and Reese Woodling’s home for Naomi’s Circle annual Christ-

mas brunch and arm-wrestling for ornaments. Well, not exactly arm-

wrestling, but a generously exuberant exchange! It was wonderful to visit 

with former, long-time, and new members of Naomi’s Circle, to share great 

food and Christmas cheer.  

their regular meeting and celebration of Katie Geran’s ten years of service as 

Rincon’s Community Health Nurse. This committed and caring group, led so 

faithfully by Katie and a solid dozen volunteers, makes regular visits, calls, 

and sends cards to Rincon members and friends with chronic health chal-

lenges, as well as temporary health crises. Our meeting was bittersweet as we 

recognized Katie’s great contributions to our community’s wellbeing over the 

years, and began to look forward to how the group will continue her legacy in 

2016. 

The same night, Rincon members and friends shared the Service of the 

Longest Night in Fellowship Hall, with Dr. Alex Tentser’s accompaniment on 

the piano. I had never heard that piano played to it’s full potential before. 

Alex wowed us all and helped to create a space to reflect on the “darkness” of 

our Advent journey to the manger. I am always moved by how Advent’s 
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“Service of the Longest Night” our Lenten “Ash 

Wednesday” services draw together those who 

are looking for quiet reflection and song to mark 

the turnings in our lives.  

Study group began reading Luke’s gospel to-

gether, starting with the birth narrative of Jesus. 

Our attendance varies between four and ten, but 

we always have lively discussions about the 

Word and it’s relevance to our lives today.  

friends representing Rincon 

stood in solidarity with our Is-

lamic brothers and sisters at the 

Islamic Center of Tucson’s (ICT) 

prayer service, lecture and meal. 

I was happy to pray with and 

meet some women from their 

community who agreed to visit Rincon and share 

hospitality and faith stories with us. ICT wel-

comes friends to join them for the five daily 

prayers, which are listed on their website, and 

Friday’s sermon at 12:15pm. 

-five 

Rincon members and friends went Christmas 

caroling, caravanning to private, assisted living, 

and group homes, and even “calling it in” to 

those who we couldn’t get to or were feeling too 

badly for visitors. Six children, one new member 

and her daughter, Dave and Linda Stone’s 

nephew, and three new friends of Rincon sang 

their hearts out with thirteen Rincon regulars in 

what was, for me, one of the most precious Rin-

con experiences of this year. David and Linda 

Stone treated us all to pizza and hot chocolate 

afterwards.  Check our website or Facebook 

page for pictures.  

These are just a sampling of my week’s experi-

ences of our being church together. Others par-

ticipated in Primavera meals, Casa Maria sand-

wich and soup making, group 

spiritual direction, Yoga, counting 

money, task force and ministry 

team and Council meetings, and 

probably a dozen other rich activi-

ties. Our ministry partners add a 

whole other layer to our mission 

and vision. It all comes together to 

make a beautiful mosaic of care and concern in 

ever increasing circles of grace. 

Thank you for all you are and do to BE THE 

CHURCH. Thank you for supporting God’s 

dream for us through time, talent, and money. 

Most of all, thank you for your generous spirit 

that makes our life together so inspiring and rich.  

I wish you peace and grace for your holy-days 

and look forward to meeting you on the other 

side of 2015.  

Pastor Delle 

Thank you for all you are and 

do to BE THE CHURCH.  

New Pastor’s Book Group 

Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence - by Rabbi Jonathan Sachs  

Chapters 1-5 

Wednesday, January 27th, 9-10:30 am,  

Room 12. 

 
Rabbi Jonathan Sachs served as the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth from 
1991 to 2013. The book is available at the library and on Kindle.  
 

From the flyleaf: 

In this powerful and timely book, one of the most admired and authoritative religious leaders of our time  tackles the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Pamela Denzer, Assistant Minister  

♬♩Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room ♪♫ 

This Sunday, I went caroling with a gathering of 

people from Rin-

con.  Our caroling 

caravan stopped at 

several nursing fa-

cilities and retire-

ment homes to sing 

for Rincon residents and others who lived there.  

The residents, as well as the singers, shared in 

much joy.  

Later that evening, I reflected on the blessing of 

how the simple act of singing can stop the craziness 

of life in its tracks and bring happiness and peace.  

It has been said that music is an international lan-

guage that has the power to connect people.  Our 

experiences Sunday bear that out.  

One of the carols we sang was “Joy to the World,” 

a classic carol that exhorts us to prepare our hearts 

and make room for Christ.  I have been thinking a 

lot about preparation this Advent and I wonder if I 

make enough room for Christ in my life.  Like 

many, I find myself getting caught up in the busi-

ness of life and preoccupied with the dire state of 

the world around us.  If Christ came today as he did 

2000 years ago, would I even notice?  

As I was searching for images for a paper I was 

writing, I ran across a compelling illustration by 

Everett Patterson, titled 

“José y Maria,” that 

“depicts Jesus’ parents 

in a modern setting”  

 

phenomenon of religious extremism and violence committed in the name of God. If religion is perceived as being part of 
the problem, Rabbi Sacks argues, then it must also form part of the solution. When religion becomes a zero-sum conceit—

that is, my religion is the only right path to God, therefore your religion is by definition wrong—and individuals are moti-

vated by what Rabbi Sacks calls “altruistic evil,” violence between peoples of different beliefs appears to be the only 
natural outcome. 
 

But through an exploration of the roots of violence and its relationship to religion, and employing groundbreaking bibli-

cal analysis and interpretation, Rabbi Sacks shows that religiously inspired violence has as its source misreadings of bib-
lical texts at the heart of all three Abrahamic faiths. By looking anew at the book of Genesis, with its foundational stories 

of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Rabbi Sacks offers a radical rereading of many of the Bible’s seminal stories of sib-

ling rivalry: Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers, Rachel and Leah.  
 

Reviews: 

“Sacks’s analysis reflects an erudite mind fully engaged with philosophy, politics, and social studies of  the most rigorous 

kind. It is when he turns his attention and all these resources to a theological engagement with the connection between 
religious faith and violence that he makes his greatest contribution . . . I cannot think of a more important new book for 

people of faith to read and study together . . . Jonathan Sacks is an enlightening presence for the whole world, and his 
message resonates today more powerfully than ever.” —Michael Jinkins (president, Louisville Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary), Huffington Post 
 

“An intelligent analysis of old and new connections between religion and violence . . . Sacks tackles this task with the 
tenderness of a believer and the rigor of a scholar, drawing both on a thorough knowledge of ancient texts and history, 

and on modern insights such as those of Freud and the French literary critic and authority on sacred violence, Rene Gi-

rard.”—The Economist 

(Continued from page 2) 
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5 Rebecca Egbert 

8 Orrin Davis 

8  April Jones 

10 Esther Walker 

11 Luke Chiverton 

15 Art Cecil 

16 Gabe Johnson 

18 Devon Dobbins 

19 Kim Elliott 

20 Gene Rowe 

20 Chris Jones 

22 Nancy Fitzgerald 

23 Christine Lamoreaux 

Welcome New 

Members 

On December 13th we welcomed 

five new people into membership.  

Be sure to introduce yourself and get 

to know our newest members. 

Beth and Shawn Shelby 

Ann Brittain 

Pamela Denzer 

Sandra Guilfoyle 

 

The next New Member Inquiry will 

be held between services at 9:55 am 

in room 12 on January 17.  Those 

wishing to join will be welcomed 

into membership on January 24 at 

our 10:00 am service. 

Primavera Meal Prep— On the fourth Tuesday of each month (Jan. 26) at 3:00 

pm Rincon volunteers prepare a meal in the Rincon kitchen for the Five Points 

transition housing unit run by Primavera.  The meal is delivered to Five Points by 

a volunteer in time for dinner.  For more information or to volunteer contact Ann 

Geiger at520.529.6223.  
 

Casa Maria Feeding Program— Every four weeks we purchase sup-plies and make about 1,600 sand-

wiches for the Casa Maria Free Soup Kitchen. The 2016 dates:  1/23, 2/20, 3/19, 4/16, 5/14, 6/11, 7/9, 

8/6, 9/3, 10/1, 10/29, 11/26, 12/24.   A soup-making volunteer is also need on each Sunday following each 

Saturday sandwich making date. This task is completed at the Casa Maria soup kitchen. For more infor-

mation contact the coordinator, Anne Esborn at 520.477.7447. 
 

Cafe Justo Available—.  Available after worship on the 1st Sunday of each month. The Cooperative's 

Coffee is also for sale: 16 oz. bags are $11 and 8 oz. bags are $6. Make all checks payable to Rincon UCC 

and note that it is for payment of Cafe Justo coffee. Contact Sean Raghailligh 

at  sean.raghailligh@gmail.com  

23  Reese Woodling 

23 Randy Decker 

24 Lee Keaton 

24  Evelyn Atwater 

25 W. Mark Clark 

26 Nancy Hook 

26 Tom Goodenow 

27 Debra Olson-Tolar 

28 Carol Wilson 

28 Pennie Collier 

29 Ann Brittain 

31  Heidi Shirk 

 

Birthdays 

mailto:sean.raghailligh@gmail.com
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Interdependence 
The SW Conference of the 

U.C.C. has  committed to excel in four particu-

lar areas: Education, Participation, Innova-

tion, and Communication: thus, the marvel-

ously serendipitous acronym, "EPIC." 

 

As part of the  EPIC initiative for this next 

year, the conference has asked 12 individuals 

to write an article that illustrates the idea of 

“Interdependence”. This month's article is writ-

ten by Rev. Sharon S. Littrell, Ph.D. 

 

Recently we have all had our heart strings 

plucked by photos of refugees escaping Syria 

in life boats designed to hold dozens loaded to 

over-flowing with hundreds of men, women 

and children. The desire for freedom is so 

strong they are willing to risk death to reach 

countries where they are welcomed. We all 

look at those photos and speak out to help. 

 

Members of the St. Paul’s UCC congregation 

were among those wishing to help. At St. 

Paul’s one woman pledged monthly financial 

support to help bring a family to Albuquerque. 

I am all for it.  Her offer encouraged me think 

about how St. Paul’s could support such a fam-

ily for several years. Because I had seen the 

enormity of the work, I knew we need outside 

help and support to adopt a family. We needed 

more than just our small congregation, we 

needed all the UCCs in our area to join the ef-

fort. 

 

We needed to know what would be involved. 

Reality is a tough blow to idealism. I have a 

friend who worked with Lutheran Brotherhood 

to settle families. Here is a synopsis of her job 

description: help find places for the refugee 

family to live and assume rent for the first year 

or so, locate sustainable jobs, insure health 

care and schools for children, arrange ESL 

classes and, occasionally, have a family live at 

her home for 12 to 18 months. It sounds daunt-

ing and is not something that a small congrega-

tion can do alone. With our sister UCCs, how-

ever, we could make the effort and expect suc-

cess. We could offer the new life that a refugee 

family had struggled so hard to get. If we tried, 

we could make a huge difference. 

 

The process to receive a family begins with 

Church World Service, the UCC/DOC organi-

zation that works with disasters. After several 

emails, they told me that agencies that could 

help are in Phoenix and Denver and we would 

need to work through them. I then contacted 

the other UCC congregations in Albuquerque 

to see if there was interest on their part; each 

expressed enthusiastic interest to be part of this 

effort. Since council approval is required in 

congregational churches, our next step is to 

obtain commitment from each congregational 

council in Albuquerque. 

 

Going forward with this undertaking is 

where interdependence shows its strength: we 

know that none of us undertake this effort 

alone — together we can make a difference. In 

some ways, we have a feeling that this project 

will not get off the ground soon because 

United States has limited immigration and has 

stringent requirements for selecting families 

who will come to the states. It may take 12 to 

18 months for our dream to host a family to 

come to fruition but through our early coopera-

tion and communication,  the groundwork is in 

place. 
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Pastor’s  Bible Study—Jan14 & 28 (Note date changes), 

Sanctuary Room 12.   All are welcome, regardless of your 

familiarity of comfort level with scripture. Bring an open 

mind and heart, and willingness to explore how scripture 

forms, reforms, and deforms our faith practices.   

 

Dorcas Circle—Join us on the second Wednesday of each 

month (January 13),  9 am in the Fellowship Hall   to cre-

ate machine-made quilts and simple clothing to benefit local 

organizations.  Contact: Sylvia Spitzer 520.296-9978 for 

more information. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry— Every Wed, 12-1 pm, Stedman room. Knit or crochet prayer shawls to 

be blessed and given to those in need of comfort or celebrating a joy! Bring your own yarn and nee-

dles. Contact: Donna Harrison 745-6237.   

 

Naomi Circle—January 19, 7:30 pm. “SAAVI”  (So. Az. Assoc. for the Visually Impaired) pro-

vides many services to people who need them.  Roxanne Torres, volunteer coordinator, will be our 

speaker.  Roxanne is blind and an amazing person. Contact: Nancy Woodling 721-9295, Lois Ruyon 

722-4643 and Jean Granillo 325-4520. 

The Society Of Saint Arius—Every other Sunday 12:15-1:30 pm  (January 10 & 24)  Room 

11 facilitated by Rincon member Scott Shumaker this book and spiritual discussion group focuses 

on the history of Christian theology and its relevance for today.  current book title is: Judas and the 

Gospel of Jesus by N.T. Wright..Contact Scott (srshumaker@aol.com) for more information. 

Tai Chi—Wednesdays, beginning January 6, rooms 3/4, 3:30-4:30.  Tai Chi, is an ancient Chi-

nese tradition and a graceful form of exercise. The movements performed in a slow, focused manner 

and accompanied by deep breathing help reduce stress and anxiety and improved strength and flexi-

bility. Taught by a certified Tai Chi instructor the class will initially run for six weeks and then con-

tinue as determined by the group.  A small charge (to be determined) will cover the instructor's fee. 

For more information, contact Lois Runyon 520-349-0067. 

A Company of Readers— Rincon’s book group, meets on the fourth 

Monday of each month at 7:30 pm in a participant’s home.  The Janu-

ary 25th book selection is: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande.  Meeting 

place: TBA.  Contact Ann Geiger at (520) 529-6223. 

New Pastor’s Book Group—Not in God’s Name: Confronting Reli-

gious Violence - by Rabbi Jonathan Sachs. Wednesday, January 27th, 

9-10:30 am, Room 12. Rabbi Jonathan Sachs served as the Chief 

Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth 

from 1991 to 2013. The book is available at the library and on Kindle.  

 

Small Groups 

mailto:srshumaker@aol.com
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 EVENTS 
Planning for 2016—January 9, 9-

11 am, Fellowship Hall.  All 2015 

Ministry Team chairs are encouraged 

to attend this important time of reflec-

tion and planning for events and min-

istries that will become our focus for 

the coming year.   

 
 
Friends of 

Music  

Concert—

January 16, 

3:00 PM, 

Sanctuary. Celebrating 25 years of 

performing together Anna Gendler, 

violin, and Alexander Tentser bring us 

the program, “The Titans and the 

Dreamers”. Music of Beethoven and 

Chopin. 

  
New Member Inquiry—Sunday, 

January 17, 9:55-10:35 am, Room 

12. This very informal gathering will 

help you to connect with others in the 

Rincon church family as well as offer 

an opportunity for those interested in 

learning more about the church and 

potential church membership. For 

those who decide membership is the 

next step in their faith journey, we will 

welcome new members during the one 

worship service on Jan. 24.  RSVP to 

Donna 520-745-6237 

or Donna@RinconUCC.org by Jan. 14 

 

Annual Meeting—January 24th, 

there will be one worship service at 

10am immediately followed by 

our Annual Meeting. All members 

and friends are encouraged to attend. 

 

mailto:Donna@RinconUCC.org


          

SUNDAY 

          

 
New Year’s Day 
Church Office 
Closed 

 
7 PM COSNA 
 
 
 
 
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2 

8:45 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth 
Group 
10:45 AM Worship 
4 PM Reverb 
 
 
 
 3 

5:30 PM Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4 

9 AM Eng Classes 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 5 

 
Epiphany 
 
11:30 AM FCNN 
12 PM Prayer 
Shawl 
3:30 PM Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

9 AM Eng Classes 
9:30 AM PCOA 
1 PM  Joyful Eating 
5 PM Band 
7 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 7 

9 AM Stewardship 
& Finance 
7 PM COSNA 
 
 
 
 
 
 8 

10 AM 
TransParents 
9-11 AM Calendar 
Planning Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 9 

8:45 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth 
Group 
10:45 AM Worship 
& Celebrate 
12:15 PM Society 
of St. Arius 
4 PM Reverb 
5 PM 
Inward/Outward 10 

 
5:30 PM Yoga 
6 PM Faith 
Development 
7 PM Reveille 
 
 
 
 
 
 11 

 
9  AM Staff 
9 AM Eng Classes 
9:30 AM 
Alzheimer’s 
Support 
5 PM JAWM 
6 PM Personnel 
7 PM WM&A 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
 12 

9 AM Dorcas 
12 PM Prayer 
Shawl 
3:30 PM Tai Chi 
6 PM PCIC 
Strategy Mtg. 
6:30 PM Living & 
Dying 
7:30 PM B&G 
 13 

 
9 AM Eng Classes 
9 AM Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1 PM  Joyful Eating 
3:30 PM Cong’l 
Life 
5 PM Band 
7 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

5:30 PM Eon Pride 
Meal 
7 PM COSNA 
 
 
 
 
 
 15 

 
 
3 PM Friends of 
Music Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

 
8:45 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth 
Group 
10:45 AM Worship 
& Celebrate 
9:55 AM New 
Member Inquiry 
12 PM Council 
4:00 PM Reverb 
 
 
 

17 

Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 
 
5:30 PM Yoga 
7 PM Reveille 
 
 
 
 
 18 

9 AM Eng Classes 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
7:30 PM Naomi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 19 

10:30 AM C-2-C 
12 PM Prayer 
Shawl 
3:30 PM Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 
 20 

 
9 AM Eng Classes 
1 PM  Joyful Eating 
5 PM Band 
5:30 PM Ex. Cmt. 
7 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

7 PM COSNA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 22 

8:30 AM Casa 
Maria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 23 

10:00 AM One 
Worship Service 
11:00 AM Annual 
Meeting 
12:15 PM Society 
of St. Arius 
4 PM Reverb 
 
 
 24 

5:30 PM Yoga 
7 PM Reveille 
7 PM A Co. of 
Readers 
 
 
 
 
 
 25 

9 AM  Staff 
9 AM Eng Classes 
9:30 AM 
Alzheimer’s 
Support 
3 PM Primavera 
7:30 PM Al-Anon 
 
 
 26 

 
9 AM Pastor’s 
Book Group 
12 PM Prayer 
Shawl 
3:30 PM Tai Chi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
9 AM Eng Classes 
9 AM Pastor’s 
Bible Study 
1PM  Joyful Eating 
5 PM Band 
7 PM Choir 
 
 
 28 

7 PM COSNA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 29  30 

8:45 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth 
Group 
10:45 AM Worship 
& Celebrate 
2PM Mary 
Magdalene  
4  PM Reverb 
 
 31            

 

 

Faith is better understood as a verb than a noun, as 
a process than as a possession. It is on-again-off-
again rather than once-and-for-all. Faith is not 
being sure where you’re going, but going anyway. A 
journey without maps.  

—Frederick Buechner 
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RINCON CONGREGRATIONAL UCC 

Rev. Delle McCormick, Sr. Pastor *122 N Craycroft Rd * Tucson, AZ 85711 * 520.745.6237  Email: 

Office@RinconUCC.org * Website: www.RinconUCC.org * Office Hours   M-Fri. 9-12 & 1-4  


