
 

  

 

Friends,  
 

It is a deep joy and privilege to be asked to serve your church. The gifts and min-
istries of this church are well known in the Southwest Conference, and indeed, 
nationally. I am humbled to serve in your presence. As I have met many of you, I 
am deeply touched by your love for this church, and your warm welcome to me. 
While I know the departure of your pastor was sudden and also painful for many 
of you, as I said on Sunday, I know ñyou are enoughò to rise to the tasks ahead. 
 

My Call here is to serve as your Pastor through the end of May. It is a short pe-
riod, but an important period. In essence, together we will prepare for the calling 
of an Interim Pastor who will, in turn, be with you and guide you as you do the sa-
cred work of discerning who you will call to serve as your settled Pastor. 
 

I will be on campus Sunday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, and will 
work from home one day each week as 
well. Call the office if you wish to make 
an appointment to be sure Iôm available 
at the time youôd like to chat. 
 

With you on the journey, 
 

Pastor Curt 

 A Note From Our Bridge Pastor:  
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FEBRUARY 2019  A  Pub l i ca t io n  o f  R inco n  Co ng regat io na l  UCC  

NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFEôS  
JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.  

The Rev. Curtis S. (Curt) Ackley:   In 2002, Curt began his service to ninety northeast Ohio churches in 

his role as the Minister and Executive for the Western Reserve Association, Ohio Conference, United 

Church of Christ. He is a graduate of Lehigh University (BA, 1973) and Lancaster Theological Seminary 

(M.Div., 1979). He served two pastorates in a fifteen-year team ministry, one in northeast Pennsylvania and 

another in Corning, New York, until he took a position at the national offices of The United Church of Christ. 

Curt served as Associate Director for the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries of the UCC for 

six years. Curt has also served as a campus minister at a community college, and has written and edited 

curriculum materials for the United Church of Christ. Since moving to Arizona in 2010, Curt used his train-

ing in Intentional Interim Ministry when he served as Interim Senior Minister in Sun City (18 months) and 

Senior Minister (Interim) at Casas Adobes in 2017. In addition to providing pulpit supply in the Tucson area, 

Curt served as Minister for New Member Development at The Good Shepherd in Sahuarita where the Ack-

leys are members. He is married to Nancy Ackley, a Commissioned Minister for Faith and Money in the 

Southwest Conference. 
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Contact information for Pastor Curt  

Pastor Curt will be on campus Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days. If you wish to contact him, his email address is pastorcurt@rinconucc.org, 
or you can call him on the church phone: 520.745.6237.  You may also phone or 
text 216.287.9919 for more urgent contacts. 

Migrant Shelter Ad Hoc Committee Update  

At Sundayôs Annual Meeting, the Ad Hoc Committee on the Migrant 
Shelter Ministry moved to table the proposal we had sent to the 
congregation, postponing a decision on the future of this program. 
We felt that, in light of the pastoral changes at the church, both the 
committee and the congregation needed additional time. The pro-

posal for a migrant shelter at Rincon will instead be considered at a special meeting on Sun-
day, March 3

rd
.  Please plan to attend as we will need a quorum to move forward. 

In the meantime, the Ad Hoc Committee is continuing to meet. As always, please feel free to 
offer us your feedback and ideas. We continue to request your prayers as we seek to discern 
Godôs calling for our congregation. 
 

 

The Creation Care theme for February is the ñthree RôsòðReduce, 
Reuse, Recycle .  These three Rôs are listed in priority order of im-
pact.  The first thing we look to do in living consciously in Godôs good 
creation is to reduce the amount of energy we use and the numbers 
of things we buy.  In so doing, we reduce our imprint on the Earth and 
sky and waters and all our relations on Earth. 
 

The second order of impact is to reuse items as much as possible.  
Ditch the single-use plastic bags and bottles in favor of reusable ones, for example.  When 
needing items, first look for them at thrift stores, second-hand book/music stores, salvage 
yards, flea markets, etc.  Look for items made from recycled materials, which reuse objects 
and require less natural resources and energy to make. 
 

Then whatever we canôt use anymore, look to recycle, and buy recyclable items.  Blue waste-
baskets are in the rooms of our church campus, ready to receive our bottles and cans and pa-
per products.  (Creation Care got these at a second-hand establishment, putting them to re-
use)  Signs showing items that can be recycled will be posted with the wastebaskets.  Of 
course, the same City of Tucson recycling program is available for our household use. 
This three-R formula may well nudge us to make changes in our lifestyle, as we deliberately 
look at our habits of consumption in buying things and using energy, among other aspects.  It 
could lead us to live more simple, conscious, grateful lives.  And that would be a good thing for 
our spirit. 
 

ñIs Godôs purpose for humanity to be summed up in our being producers and consumers?....Or 
does Godôs purpose for us include gratitude for the beauty and wonders of the Earth, respect 
for its intrinsic integrity, promises kept to future generations, and humility and restraint in the 
face of technological hubris?....Some things are just not for sale.ò 
 

ñWhat in Your Life Is Not for Sale?ò by Allen Johnson, found in Holy Ground: A Gathering of 
Voices on Caring for Creation (Sierra Club Books) 2008 



 

  

 
 

Hatha Yoga  
Mondays at 5:30PM  

Fellowship Hall  

 
 

 
 
 

NAOMI CIRCLE  invites all adults of Rin-
con Church to join us for fellowship, interesting 
programs and light refreshments. Naomi Circle 
meets the 3rd Tuesday  starting at 7:00pm in 
Room 1A.   During the February 19th program 
travel with Ann Geiger this month as she ventures 
to Sri Lanka.  We will accompany her as she vis-
its one of the most intriguing places in the Far 
East.  For more information, please contact Jean 
Granillo (325.4520), Lois Runyon (989.3620), or 
Nancy Woodling (721.9295). 

 

A COMPANY OF READERS  

A COMPANY OF READERS  ï
 Rinconôs book group meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month at 
7:00 pm in a participantôs home. 
The February 25

th
 book selection is 

Gila: The Life and Death of an 
American River  by Gregory McNamee.  Meeting 
place: Karen Websterôs home. Contact Ann Geiger 
at (520) 529-6223.  

 
 

Diversity  
Toastmasters  

This club meets the first 
three Wednesdays start-
ing at 6pm in Room 1A .  
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POZ CAFÉ coming up on 
February 21 ï Be a part of it!  
Again this year Rincon is one of 
three faith communities spon-
soring TIHANôs February POZ 
CAFÉ. This is a monthly con-
gregate meal providing good 
food, fun, and a bag of toiletries 

for people living with HIV and AIDS. Ways congrega-
tion members can help:   
¶ Volunteer!  We need 6-7 people on Thursday, 

Feb. 21, 8:45 am-2:00 pm. You might serve food, 
set tables, fill toiletry bags, etc. This is a fun ex-
perience, with hands-on work, a joyful welcome 
line for participants, and a chance to learn some-
thing new.  

¶ Bring toiletry items  for Care Packages. Our as-
signed items: 2-ply toilet paper, paper towels, 
shave gel, and disposable razors.  

¶ Bring new items suitable for bingo and raffle 
prizes  

See Rincon TIHAN Liaisons Jeana Butler (2nd ser-
vice) and Dianne Pothast (1st service) to volunteer or 
with questions. Donation boxes in both service loca-
tions. 
 

 
HIKE SABINO CANYON 
PARK - All ages hike at Sa-
bino Canyon Park led by vol-
unteer naturalist with Forest 
Services!   Please join this out-
ing sponsored by the Faith De-

velopment and Creation Care Ministries on Sunday, 
Feb 10 from 3:00 -4:30.  Meet hike leader, Chris Tay-
lor, at the Park Info Center.  Please wear appropriate 
clothing and a hat. Bring water, binoculars, and a bird 
identification book if youôd like.  There are handy 
bathrooms and water fountains on the education 
tour.  Please be aware, there is a vehicle entrance fee 
to the park and carpooling is encouraged.  Please 
contact Jen Thorn (jenlthorn@hotmail.com) 
or Ginger Taylor 
(gingerhalespassage@gmail.com) with ques-
tions or if you'd like help arranging a carpool.  

 
Saturday,  

February 23rd  
3:00 PM 

Sanctuary  

Program Change:   

The Faces of our 
Faith Bible Study will 
not continue this 
month. However, 
Pastor Curt will lead a 

Lenten Study beginning in early 
March. Watch for details! 

mailto:jenlthorn@hotmail.com
mailto:gingerhalespassage@gmail.com


 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  
VOLUNTEERS 

The Congregational Life Min-
istry Team is recruiting  
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p 

host memorial service receptions.  If 
you can help with this important ministry 
please contact Ann Geiger 520.529.6223 or 
Beth Shelby 503.341.4420  
  

Refreshment Hosts ð By 
preparing & serving simple 
treats and beverages after 
worship we provide the  op-
portunity to visit with one 
another and welcome 
guests. New volunteers are 

always welcome! Please contact Ann Gei-
ger 520.529.6223 
  

Hospitality  
We Need Your Help !  

Our Hospitality Project has 
been very successful.  How-
ever, we need everyone to help 
this project continue to be a 
success.  We need volunteers 
to cover day, evening, and 
overnight shifts. 
 

 

 

 

 

Labyrinth Work Day  

The Labyrinth Team would 
like to invite all members of 
Rincon UCC to a work party 
for the weeds in the laby-
rinth, beginning at 10:00 AM 
on Saturday, February 
23rd.  The team will meet at 
9:30 AM.  We expect to be 
done by 12:00 PM.  Bring 
your gloves and tools for 
weeding.  

Primavera Meal Prep ð
Primavera Meal Prep will be 
Tuesday, February 19th at 
3:00pm. Volunteers prepare a 
meal in the Rincon kitchen for 
the Catalina House transition 

housing unit run by Primavera.  The meal is de-
livered to the Catalina House by a volunteer.  
For more information or to volunteer contact 
Ann Geiger at 520.529.6223.  

 

Casa Maria Feeding Pro-
gramðEvery four weeks we 
purchase supplies and make 
about 1,600 sandwiches for the 
Casa Maria Free Soup Kitchen. 
February 16th at 8:00 AM.  A 

soup-making volunteer is also need on each 
Sunday following each Saturday sandwich mak-
ing date. This task is completed at the Casa 
Maria soup kitchen. For more information con-
tact Judy Hubbard at 520.790.8471. 

 
Sunday Morning Greeters ð
We are in need of Greeters for 
the 10:45 AM service.  As a 
greeter you can help our mem-

bers and visitors feel welcome as they come in 
to worship.  If you can help, please contact 
Nancy in the church office at 520.745.6237 
 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
ð Every Wed, 12 -1 PM, 
Stedman room. Knit or 
crochet prayer shawls to 

be blessed and given to those in need comfort 
or celebrating a joy! Bring your own yarn and 
needles.  Contact: Nancy 520.745.6237. 
 

 
CELEBRATE - As a Celebrate 
teacher, you will be using the 
Sparks curriculum which has a 
story the first week then builds 
off that with art, cooking, and 

bible games for our elementary school aged 
children. If you would like to participate please 
contact Amanda Goodenow or Jen Thorn. 
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