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Rincon Congregational Church (United Church of Christ) 

2015 Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 25, 2015 11am 

Welcome/Call to order – Victoria Young Chiverton, Moderator 

Establishing a Quorum – confirmed quorum 

Opening Prayer – Rev Delle McCormick 
 

Approval of 2014 Annual Meeting Minutes – Kim Elliott moved to accept/2nd by Katie 

Williams/approved 
 

Approval of June 2014 Special Congregational Meeting Minutes Linda Schloss moved 

to accept/2nd by Sean Elliott/approved 
 

Approval of 2015 Annual Meeting Agenda – Larry Schloss moved to accept/2nd by 

Jerry Pipes/approved 
 

2014 Financial Report – Reese Woodling, Treasurer – a surplus year with money roll-

ing over to 2015 General Operating fund  Thanks–Larry Schloss/Ina Merson/approved. 
 

Presentation and Approval of 2015 Budget Tommy Goodnow, S&F Chair Question re-

garding including Just Coffee income to budget too. Rich Lamoreaux reminded mem-

bers to use the Amazon button on Rincon Website so that the church would receive a 

percentage of the purchase. Don E Merson recommends researching Adsense to raise 

money for church. Kim Elliott moved to accept/2nd by Rich Lamoreaux /approved. 
 

Scofield Bequest Proposals – general review 

Children’s Gathering Place – $27,466approved (with suggestion to include a bike rack 

and a drinking fountain.) 

Borderlinks$ 10,000 approved 

Interfaith Community Services $9000 approved 

PCIC – amount reduced to $5000 approved 

Pima Prevention Partnership$7,200 approved 

Chancel Wall Improvements$4880 approved 
 

Presentation and Approval of 2015 Slate of Officers and Board Chairpersons  

Moderator– Erik Johnson 

Moderator Elect – Karen Webster 

Treasurer – Larry Schloss 

Clerk— Linda Johnson 

Building & Grounds – Chris Jones 

Congregational Life  - Jean Bronson 

Faith Development – Katie Williams 

Stewardship & Finance – vacant – to be temporarily filled by Treasurer 

Justice and Witness – Randy Decker and Ina Merson 

Personnel – Laurie Fransway 
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Worship, Music and Arts – David Stone 

Kim Elliott moved to accept/2nd by Sean Elliott OK 
 

Presentation of In Discernment Candidate Sean Raghailligh – Delle 

Call to the Congregation – Shari Murphy reminded everyone that giving statements are available in 

the narthex. 
 

Moderator’s Closing Remarks 
 

Passing of the Gavel 

Adjournment – Kim Elliott moved to adjourn/2nd by Randy Decker approved 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Johnson, Clerk 

 

The Pastor’s Report – Reverend Delle McCormick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By now, many of you have seen the BE THE CHURCH banner on the walls of Fellowship 

Hall and the Prayer Garden.  Almost every week a visitor 

attends worship that noticed the banner and was inspired 

to investigate Rincon because of it. The BE THE CHURCH banner on our walls not only envi-

sions the radical discipleship to which God calls us, it describes the history, present moment, and 

forward movement of our church here at Rincon.    

                                                                                                             

At Rincon’s 50th anniversary in 2005, members gathered to compile a history of Rincon, which 

documents our roots as a congregation committed to faith practices of 

vigorous and inspiring worship, active and engaged mission, and open-

minded and open-hearted faith development for all ages. Our church has remained faithful to this 

early vision throughout our sixty years as we embraced the process of becoming a Just Peace and 

Open and Affirming Congregation.   We have grown in our 

understanding and practice of what it means to extend ex-

travagant welcome to all of God’s people and today we are 

known as a church where all are welcome, “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s jour-
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ney.” Our new intergenerational “Children’s Gathering Place” extends extravagant welcome to chil-

dren as it incorporates our commitment to safe space where all God’s children are welcome and 

safe, and where they can play and learn in a creative, collaborative, and natural environment.  

 

In the past three years, we also have deepened our mission commitment to be a critical presence 

where there is critical need by providing grants to and space for local non-profit partners in ministry 

whose work extends Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God:  
        

“
35

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.”
37

  

 

Our community partners extend Rincon’s commitment to Jesus’ call to serve the poorest, most mar-

ginalized, and oppressed including migrants and refu-

gees, adults and teens who are homeless, at-risk youth, 

glbtq youth and adults, people with serious mental illnesses, adults and youth in recovery from ad-

diction, and local musicians and choirs. Our campus is “sanctuary” for so many beyond the physical 

boundaries of the church. 

 

At our congregational meeting, we awarded five new Scofield Bequest grants totaling $63,546, two 

for internal facility upgrades and four for our community partner organizations. These grants pro-

vided the following ministries: the new Children’s Gathering Place; upgrades for the chancel wall in 

the sanctuary; Interfaith Community Services; BorderLinks, Pima Community Partnership (Teen Cui-

sine); and Pima County Interfaith Council.  

 

Every week new friends find their way to our church because of 

Rincon’s commitment to BE THE CHURCH. We don’t just say 

the words, we live them! These are some ways Rincon has been the church in 2015: 

 

 The March screening of “Too Cold Out There Without You”, a post-transition story that looks be-

yond the act of transitioning and instead focuses on the transformations that take place in an 

Episcopal priest’s  family relationships and the church as a result of his transition. 

 

 October’s  three-day “Sacred Conversations on Race” event, including  “Songs of Struggle 

and Freedom” concert with Lisa Otey and Dianne Van Duerzen,  the Rev. Dr. Jennifer Harvey’s 

“Exploring Whiteness” conference and “Who Are Your People?” sermon. 

 

 November’s screening of the film “Invisible War”,  about sexual assault in the United States mili-

tary.  

 

In addition, fifteen new members joined our church this year! The number of pledges are up over last 

years as we work toward the goal of everyone making some kind of financial commitment to the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_assault_in_the_United_States_military
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_assault_in_the_United_States_military
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The Staff Reports 

Pamela Denzer 

Assistant Minister 
 

Connect and Serve 

 When Jesus called people to follow him, he called them into a community, because it is 

through relationships that we learn to love.  I am extremely 

grateful to have been called to serve an internship as As-

sistant Minister at Rincon Congregational UCC, a Christian 

community that clearly strives to live out its values of love 

and justice.  Here, there are ample opportunities for people 

to connect and serve. 
 

 In my role as Assistant Minister, I have worked 

closely with Rincon’s Faith Development and Justice and 

Witness Ministry Teams.  These areas are active, integral 

parts of Rincon’s mission. And in my short time here, I 

have learned much about Rincon’s people, history, and 

traditions.  I have also learned a lot about ministry, leadership, and about myself.  I am impressed 

with the warmth and dedication of Rincon’s members.  I pray that my modest contributions have 

church. Ongoing Bible study,  pastor’s book group, Inward/Outward group Spiritual Direction, special 

services and all-church activities continue to deepen and widen our pastoral and prophetic witness, 

encourage visitors, and hold us steady in an ever increasing need for ministry. 
 

In case you missed them, Davin Franklin-Hicks created four beautiful and comprehensive digital re-

flections to show in both worship services on the ministries of the United Church of Christ and Rin-

con’s mission and vision. You can find the links to three of these vid-

eos at the bottom of this report.  The work of our church is your 

work. Only together can we grow this Good News in and through and beyond our walls and BE 

THE CHURCH God calls us to be.  
 

I continue to be fed personally and professionally at Rincon, and to grow together with you in minis-

try. Your support of my studies of a Doctor of Ministry de-

gree at Drew Theological School and attendance at the 

yearly Festival of Homiletics keeps me on my toes, fresh 

and excited about being pastor and prophet, friend, and 

colleagues on the path to a better world.  Thank you for all your hard work and support this past year. 

I look forward to Being the Church together  in 2016! 

 
https://youtu.be/NYD6N9_Wanc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUfk_KuFYtc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp9p_LSe3vw 

https://youtu.be/NYD6N9_Wanc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUfk_KuFYtc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp9p_LSe3vw
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added to all that makes Rincon an amazing faith community and I look forward to the upcoming 

year. 
 

Children, Youth, and Families 
 At Rincon, we understand that Christian education and faith formation is a team effort involv-

ing families, the congregation, and the church.  Children are encouraged to participate fully in the life 

of the congregation using their interests and talents as part of the larger Body of Christ. Over the 

course of the last year, the Faith Development Team, Carol Wilson, volunteers, and I worked hard to 

provide a variety of programming and events for children, youths, and families. 

♪Jesus Loves the Little Children♪ 
 Understanding that our youngest community mem-

bers often learn better through play and crafts in a small 

group setting than in the larger Worship Service, Rincon 

U.C.C. provides Nursery Care for infants and toddlers.  

Megan Gross and Ashley Kendrew continue to provide a 

safe, nurturing environment for our youngest community 

members.  Megan, Ashley, and I are  working together to 

refine the programming the children in the nursery receive 

with the goal of teaching the children the fundamentals of 

church, worship, Bible stories, faith, and faith practices. 

♪Jesus Needs the Children♪ 
 Celebrate, our Sunday morning educational experience, targets children in grades kindergar-

ten through sixth grades.   The outstanding Celebrate team of Ina Merson, Katie Williams, Carol Wil-

son, Jennifer Black, Pam and Tony Spears, and Jen and Shannon Thorn utilize the SPARK curricu-

lum and the United Church of Christ’s “Playing and Living Joyfully” to facilitate interactive games and 

arts activities that engage the children with the world of the Bible.  The leaders also help the children 

tie the messages contained in the stories to their everyday lives.  
 

 This past year, the Celebrate team of leaders met to collaborate on defining the program’s 

core values and Christian life skills to focus on, and to develop a behavior covenant for the children.  

After considering Rincon’s mission, culture, and values, the team identified the key values to be 

Love, Justice, Compassion, Thoughtfulness/Kindness, Gratitude, Forgiveness, Inclusivity/Diversity, 

and Stewardship. The leaders also selected Cooperation, Curiosity, Courage, Problem Solving, Per-

sonal Best/Effort, Integrity, Sense of Humor, and Service as our life skills foci.  The behavior cove-

nant, to be followed by all leaders and children participating in Celebrate, was also developed.  The 

covenant is posted on the classroom wall and each child receives a coloring book explaining the 

covenant when they visit the program for the first time.  The children express enthusiasm for Cele-

brate, and the program continues to grow. 
 

♪Remember in Youth, Thy Creator♪ 
 Rincon’s youth group, called “Fire,” seeks to assist young people in learning about the church 

and progressive Christianity, growing their own faith, and spiritual practices, and learning to live out 
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their faith in their everyday lives.  Facilitators Kim and don-E Merson, Ina Merson, and I strive to 

make Fire fun, interactive, interesting, meaningful, and relevant. 

♪As Your Family, Lord, Meet Us Here♪ 
 Rincon offers opportunities for families of all configurations and the congregation to come to-

gether for fun, fellowship, faith formation, and service.    This past year, Rincon hosted a number of 

family and Intergenerational events, such as Summer Vacation Family Church School, potlucks, a 

Caroling Caravan, a Días de los Muertos celebration, a Build-a-Wreath event for Advent, a blessing 

of the Children’s Space, and more. 

Justice and Witness:  

♪Let Streams of Living Justice Flow Down Upon Your Earth♪ 
 I was able to work on a variety of projects with our Justice and Witness Ministry Team. Of the 

many Justice and Witness Team actions I helped with, the three that most stood out for me were the 

Sacred Conversations on Race Weekend, the Invisible War film screening, and the Pride movie 

event.  While focused on different topics, each of these events educated, motivated, and challenged 

participants to work together for justice.  
 

Bryan Van Gelder 

Director of Music 
The music at Rincon Congregational Church continues to thrive!  This past year the musicians in 

both the band for first service, and the chancel choir members for second service continued to re-

spond to the demands of varied repertoire and 

new music.  We celebrate a new member in 

Stranger, our band that primarily plays for first 

service.  It has been great to have trumpet 

added to our sound! 
 

The attitude and willingness of those who par-

ticipate in both services is wonderful.  We are 

working together to make an important contri-

bution to the worship service, and there is a 

great energy that is felt as we continue to ex-

pand our repertoire and learn new music. 
 

More diverse congregational singing has taken place in both services with more varied choral intro-

its, responses and closing songs.  Fewer outside musicians were brought in to accompany the ser-

vices this past year, but those who were brought in made a wonderful contribution to our service and 

our sound.  As the church faces a limited budget, I anticipate that being similar in the coming year, 

but will continue to bring other musicians in when possible. 
 

We were fortunate to find an additional substitute accompanist this year, and will continue to bring in 

Kyungsun Choi to play whenever possible for any absences Dr. Tentser may have. 
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Reveille continues to use our campus as a place to rehearse, and the Friends of Music organization 

continues to bring wonderful performances to the campus as part of their concert series.  We’re 

thrilled to be able to bring in such diverse, talented groups for these concerts. 
 

The people involved in helping create and facilitate the music at Rincon are a very talented and gen-

erous group, continuing to give of their time and talents on a weekly basis, and I feel very blessed to 

be able to work with all of them. I look forward to continuing our mission together, as well as bringing 

new people into the fold as the church membership grows, to create new and exciting opportunities 

to make music at Rincon Congregational. 
 

Katie Geran, RN, MS 

Faith Community Nurse 
This year we completed our successful 10

th
 year of Health Ministry. These are some of the 2015 

Health Ministry Goals that were reached:  

 

Minimum of 4 – Education Classes are held. A number of really great health education opportuni-

ties have been made available this year.  Naomi Circle again incorporated health related topics into 

their schedule of presentations with programs on Fall Prevention, Tai Chi and the Southern Arizona 

Association for the Visually Impaired. The monthly series, Healthy Living - Aging Well, continued 

through the Spring. A new 8 part monthly series, Living and Dying – Sharing the Journey began 

in the Fall and will conclude in May 2016. A number of speakers will be presenting on issues related 

to the dying and death processes. Once again, I want to say a special thank you to a Friend of the 

Health Ministry, Heidi Shirk, for offering her wonderful Yoga Class on Monday evenings.  Our part-

nership with National Alliance on Mental Illness of Southern Arizona (NAMISA) advanced and 

Rincon hosted two more Family to Family education courses.  The course is taught by and at-

tended by family members of those experiencing a serious mental illness and is a source of very 

valuable information and support.  We also hosted Peer to Peer courses again. The Alzheimer As-

sociation continued their education/support offerings at Rincon twice a month.  
 

Blood Pressure Clinic is held monthly.  A total of 138 blood pressure readings were taken at what 

are now twenty-four Sunday morning clinics being held during the year.  Assessment, education and 

referral for further evaluation and follow up were provided as needed.  This represents a 56% in-

crease over last year.  That is a significant in-

crease and is reflective of the health awareness 

of the members of our church community and the 

encouragement and program support provided by 

church leadership.  
 

Work with the Congregational Life Ministry 

Team and other groups within the church is 

directed toward meeting the goals of the con-

gregation. At this time, 14 Called To Care team 

members are providing ongoing monthly suppor-

tive care in the form of calls, visits and cards to 
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32 members of our congregation.  In addition, short-term contact is provided to many others in times 

of need. This has been another very busy year as we worked closely with the pastor to assist with 

ongoing pastoral care responsibilities and with the Congregational Life Ministry Team. 
 

Participation in Tucson Faith Community Nurse Network is monthly. Monthly meetings were at-

tended. I was the Meeting Program Coordinator and a member of the leadership team for the group. 

Rincon is the host site of the group’s monthly meetings. 
 

Rincon team participates in the work of community groups focused on health and wellness. I 

continued our community connection with the Pima Council On Aging (PCOA) as an Ambassador 

and attended the monthly Ambassadors meetings. The information I gained was brought back and 

shared with other Rincon staff and team members. 
 

2015 offered me many, many opportunities to provide individual consultation and referral information 

to Rincon members on a number of topics.   
 

I retired from my position as Faith Community Nurse at Rincon on December 31, 15.  I am so very, 

very grateful to Rincon Congregational UCC and to all of you as individuals for your never-ending 

support of the Health Ministry and of me as the Faith Community Nurse. We have completed 10 

years of active Health Ministry together. Rev. Delle has begun a process to seek a new person for 

the Faith Community Nurse position. I look forward to actively supporting the next Faith Community 

Nurse and the Health Ministry at Rincon. 
 

The Church Officers Reports 

Moderator 

Erik Johnson 
Today Delle’s sermon was appropriately about Thresholds.  In the door business, the threshold is the 

most difficult piece of the door to build and install prop-

erly but a nice threshold can make a beautiful door per-

fect. I found this metaphor fit in with my personal life as 

well as that of the church. With many accomplishments 

behind us we have closed the door on 2015 and opened 

the door to 2016. 
 

It has been an honor to serve with the Council, staff and 

congregation this year. We took a big leap of faith in the 

budget and it looks like, with the dedication and guidance 

of so many people we have met our goals. 
 

Thanks to our ministry teams, outreach programs are 

growing, indicating that we are heading in the right direc-

tion. We have seen an increase in new members; an-

other sign that our worship services and ministries are 

hitting the right notes.  The Children’s Play Space has 

been completed and it is a joy to watch young families 
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enjoy that space.  As we open the door to 2016 with new faces on Council I am excited and confi-

dent that we have a solid threshold in place. 
 

I can’t thank Delle, Donna, Karen, Larry and the rest of the Council enough for supporting me and 

putting up with my idiosyncrasies. I would be amiss if I was not to thank our clerk, Linda Johnson.  

She has been a fantastic clerk with an incredible knowledge of church policy, faith-based wisdom 

and the ability to remember everyone’s names.  I’m looking forward to getting to know her on a more 

personal basis as we both end our time on Church Council. 
 

I look forward to seeing and being a part of our Church’s Mission as we move beyond this threshold. 

The new Council and the staff  has my ongoing support. 
 

Clerk 

Linda Johnson 
2015 CLERKS REPORT 

New Members Received – C or LOT 

Kathy Clow   01-25-15  CC 

Juan Munoz   01-25-15  CC 

Debra Olson-Tolar  01-25-15  CC 

Robert Tolar   01-25-15  CC 

Diane Root Guerrant  06-21-15  CC 

Marcy Atkinson   06-21-15  CC 

Callie Jordan   06-21-15  LOT 

Ann Brittain   12-13-15  LOT 

Beth Shelby   12-13-15  CC 

Shawn Shelby  12-13-15  CC 

Pamela Denzer  12-13-15  CC 

Sandra Guilfoile  12-13-15  CC                                                                         +12                         

 

Confirmands   N/A 

 

Reinstated Members from Inactive Status           

Kim Smith 06/28/2015 

Joseph Jaksch 06/28/2015 

Kim Parson (rolls corrected to reflect Active) 06/28/2015                                                                 + 3  

 

                                                                        Marriages 

Gail Fitzhugh & Irene Anderson 

 

Commitment Ceremonies N/A 

 

                                                                       Baptisms 

Caitlin Anne Goodenow   5/17/15 
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Members Moved to Inactive by Council    N/A 

Members Desiring Letter of Transfer Out N/A 

Members Removed at Their Request  N/A 

Changed Membership Status to Associate Membership  N/A 

Letter of Transfer of Inactive Members N/A 

Associate Membership Dropped  N/A 

Members Placed on Inactive by Request  N/A 

Dropped/Removed from Inactive Records  N/A 

Homebound Placed on Inactive  N/A 

 

Deaths 

Phyllis Lang (Homebound) 2/15/15 

Walter Jones 06/26/15 

Calvin P. Fischer 06/27/15 

Virginia Barrow  (Homebound) 06/11/15                                                                                           - 02 

 

                                 Funeral/Memorial Services Facilitated by Rincon Pastor 

Rachel Ellis             Rev. Delle McCormick 

Walter Jones Rev. Delle McCormick 

Calvin P. Fischer Rev. Delle McCormick 

 

 

TOTALS 

12/31/2014                                 Net Membership:                                                           257 

 

Additions:                                                                                                            +   15 

Reductions:                                                                                                                                    -     2  

        

12/31/2015                                 Net Membership:                                                              270 
 

 

The Ministry Team & Committee Reports 
 

Buildings and Grounds 

Chris Jones, Chair 
 

2015 has been another busy year for the Buildings and Grounds Ministry Team.  We were pleased to 

welcome John Payne to the team with Shari Murphy, Jim Harper, and George Fransway as continu-

ing regular members and myself as Church Council member and team chairperson.  Rincon’s Build-
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ings and Grounds Ministry Team was greeted with new challenges each month and has worked 

hard to keep the church campus functioning smoothly this past year. 

 

Projects we worked on in 2015 included repairs and upgrades to the church’s Wifi and computer net-

work, repairs to the stained glass in the sanctuary, recovering of several pew cushions, repairs and 

upgrades to the sound systems in Fellowship Hall and the sanctuary, repairs to the irrigation system, 

re-tiling the bathroom in room 2, upgrading and installing new window coverings in the office wing, 

repairs to the church truck, and various other plumbing and electrical repairs. 
 

We also worked with the Children’s Gathering Space committee to create an exciting new area on 

campus for children and adults alike.  Design, planning, and construction were all completed in 

2015.  The new space is centrally located,  closer to the heart of the church than the playground at 

the east end of the campus.  It was our intention to provide an area more visible and accessible to 

all, a safe place to gather and play that is also attractive and convenient.  Many thanks are due to 

Eric Johnson and the Children’s Gathering Space committee for their hard work on this project, and 

to Getrude Scofield, whose bequest made it possible to build it! 
 

The Buildings and Grounds Ministry Team strives to maintain our church facility and upgrade as 

possible and necessary while keeping an eye on the budget. We thoughtfully, respectfully,  and 

prayerfully consider the needs of all who use the church and do our best to make the most of the re-

sources available.  We anticipate another exciting year for Rincon in 2016, sure to bring its share of 

opportunities and challenges! 

Congregational Life 

 Jean Bronson, Chair 
 

The responsibilities of the Congregational Life Ministry Team are helping Rincon be a welcoming, 

caring community thru providing fellowship and spiritual opportunities for visitors and the greater 

congregation. 
 

Refreshments after both services are furnished 

by a group of faithful volunteers that provide op-

portunities for fellowship, which is so vital in our 

connection to Rincon.  Intergenerational all-

church potlucks are held between services each 

quarter, providing another a time to become bet-

ter acquainted with one another and to engage 

visitors and new comers. 
 

CLM Team assists with events that involve hospi-

tality such as Lenten suppers and new member 

classes and special worship services.  Many will-

ing volunteers bake cookies for memorial ser-

vices as needed. 
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The Called-to-Care Team under the leadership of Faith Community Nurse, Katie Geran, has pro-

vided innumerable caring visits to members and friends.  It is a very important element of our minis-

try. 
 

Marketing has been aided by Randy Decker.  Two “Be the Church” banners were purchase and in-

stalled.  Two more banners are on order.  Rincon has an ongoing advertisement showing at the Loft 

Theater. 
 

Ann Geiger has very ably kept the team organized.  Donna Harrison has been invaluable with her 

knowledge and skills. A special thanks to both.  So many in the congregation are part of our hospi-

tality-greeting visitors and newcomers and stepping up when we need assistance.  Thank you to 

each one. 
 

The members of the CLM team are: Ann Geiger, Jean Bronson, Kathy Snover, Esther Walker, 

Louise Small and Donna Harrison. 

 

Faith Development 

 Katie Williams, Chair 
 

In 2015, Faith Development continued our mission to serve children and families of Rincon Congre-

gational UCC.  Katie Williams continued her tenure as FD chair.  We also welcomed new team 

members Le’erin Voss and Meg Knight.  We were also lucky to have Amanda Goodenow and Re-

becca Egbert staying on to work with us.  Finally, we thanked team FD Director Carol Wilson for her 

service as interim Minister of Youth and Family, and we wel-

come Pam Denzer as our Assistant Minister. 

 

Our team received an approval from Scotfield Bequest to 

build a Children’s Gathering Place, and we worked with Erik 

Johnson and Buildings and Grounds to develop and build a 

wonderful play space on Rincon’s property.  This past year 

also brought many additional Faith Development events to 

Rincon -- please see below for a summary of some of the 

things we did as a team! 
 

 Celebrate (children’s activities during 10:45 worship) has 

new and participating children as well a great volunteer lead-

ers 

 The Mersons and Kim Elliott led the FIRE (youth group for preteens and teens) with support from 

Pam 

 Carol put together Lent activities for Rincon families and held a fun activity with them 

 We held an intergenerational stepping stone-making party to make tiles for the Children’s Gath-

ering Place 

 The FIRE updated their room at Rincon with new furniture and a TV 

 The FIRE held a send-off lunch to celebrate graduating seniors 
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 Carol, Le’ern, and Meg, organized and led vacation church school for families over a 

weekend in the summer 

 We held an intergenerational All Saints Day event that brought the congregation together 

around an alter. 

 Pam and Rebecca led families in a celebration of Advent 
 

We finished off the year with intergenerational caroling and a fun Christmas Eve service in 

which members and friends of all ages participated in telling the story of Christmas 

 

Justice and Witness Ministries 

Randy Decker, Chair 
 

First I would like to thank our Justice and Witness Ministry team for all the dedication and min-

istry we accomplish ever year. Randy Decker is chair with team members Jeana Butler, Kathe 

Padilla, Cydne Bolton, Sean Raghailligh, Ina Merson, Fran Buss and Dave Buss. Our minis-

ters Delle and Pam join us at out meetings. 
 

Justice and Witness Ministries (JAWM) looks to provide critical presence when there is critical 

need. We have supported our outreach to the community. 
 

Feeding Programs: JAWM continued to be responsible for our feeding programs Casa 

Maria, Primavera Transi-

tional Housing, and Eon 

Pride Meal. Rincon be-

came the host  for the or-

ganization If Music Be 

Food. We hold concerts 

with admission being food 

or monetary donations 

that benefit Interfaith 

Community Services. 
 

Organizations: JAWM 

provides both monetary 

support and activities with our ministry parters. This year we supported Interfaith Community 

Services, TIHAN and TIHAN’s Poz Cafe, Pima County Interfaith Council, Pima Council on Ag-

ing, Southern Arizona Aids Foundation’s Anti- Violence program, Alitas Housing Center and 

CENTER. 
 

Justice Movies: This year JAWM started showing movies at Rincon that deal with social jus-

tice issues. In the spring, we sponsored the movie “Too Cold Out There Without You” which 

dealt with transgender issues. We had a large turnout of members of the Tucson Trans com-

munity and many supporters present. 
 

In the fall, We showed “The Invisible War” that deals with moral injury our  
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service members must deal with. We also 

helped sponsor the movie “Pride” which was 

shown at the Loft theatre. 
 

Sacred Conversations on Race: As the issue 

of race has never really been dealt with  

by our country, we thought it important to 

start the conversation. We sponsored a three 

day series of concerts, preaching and semi-

nars lead by Professor Jennifer Harvey. We 

will continue this dialog in 2016 and beyond. 
 

Immigration and Refugees: JAWM recog-

nizes that these issues are separate but in-

tertwined in the dialog of our day. We contin-

ued to work on being an official Immigrant 

Welcoming Congregation. Refugee issues became center stage and JAWM team met to address 

this crisis. We will follow with actions is 2016 that support both immigrants and refugees. We do-

nated to both the Alitas Housing Center and CENTER two groups that work directly with refugees. 

The issue of sanctuary was discussed and reviewed for any possible actions. 
 

Miscellaneous Activities: We stayed active in support of marriage equality and were thrilled when the 

SCOTUS made marriage equality the law of the land. JAWM held a PCIC academy on the county 

bond issues to inform or congregation and neighbors of their importance to our community. 
 

We had a team of walkers participate in both AIDSWALK and CROPWALK for World Wide Hunger. 

Rincon Folks joined at The Taste of Chiapas in support of our Just Coffee Ministry. We held drives 

for needed items for TIHAN, No More Deaths, and the Zambian Children’s Fund. 
 

Personnel 

 Laurie Fransway, Chair 
The Personnel Ministry Team has continued building a focus of strong staff selections. We contin-

ued to review our Personnel Handbook and the discussion of possible issues that do or could affect 

our staff, i.e. background checks and health concerns. We are also continuing the revamping and 

creating our Church Job Descriptions for our present and future employees. Our goal as a ministry 

team is to align our polices and staff support to the Mission Statement of the Church. 
 

During our meetings we discussed what has been happening at the Church Council meetings per-

taining to the church community and our ministry team. 
 

Delle’s input has helped greatly as we build and nurture a strong and loving staff to meet the many 

outreach challenges that face us as a church looking to grow and prosper. 
 

Performance reviews of staff were done on schedule. 
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Carol Wilson completed her tenure as interim Minister of Children, Youth, and Families in May 2015.  

Because of this we hired Pam Denzer as Assistant Minister. This position is for one year August 

2015 – August 2016. She reports to the senior pastor. 

Katie Geran, who was our community nurse, retired 12/31/2015. The Personnel Ministry Team will 

look into filling this position. 

Stewardship & Finance 

Michael Wilson, Chair 
 

The Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team spends a considerable amount of time working with 

finances and yet we certainly recognize that finances and stewardship are interwoven.  We also rec-

ognize that it is out of gratitude that persons of faith desire to  participate in stewardship; steward-

ship being "the generous use of our gifts from God, our time, talents and treasures."  It is in gratitude 

that I want to say Thank You! to the members of the Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team for the 

gifts of your time and talents: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Also I want to say Thank You! to the Counting Committee for the gifts of your time and  

talents: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The entire ministry team also wants to express  gratitude and thanks to the members and  

friends of Rincon UCC for the way that you have lived into into Be-ing The Church  

throughout 2015.  Stewardship & Finance Ministry Team is looking forward to and is  

excited about 2016 and the opportunities to inspire and stretch stewardship at Rincon  

UCC. 
 

Stewardship is not about something you feel you should do — it is about acting on what  

you believe in and want to do.   "Inspiring Generosity" 
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Worship, Music & Arts 

David Stone, Chair 
 

At our WMA meetings we discuss worship liturgy traditions, worship symbols, music and art.  Partici-

pation by children in worship service, first service discussion, serving communion, and as acolytes.   

We continue to use of contemporary visual reflections as an integral part of the worship services and 

this year made it part of our stewardship campaign.  

Music selections and visual reflections closely sup-

port  the pastor's message and lectionary topics. 

The WMA team enjoys working with Rev. Delle as 

we detail our support of the Christian seasons, 

worship services, wedding and funeral policies.  My 

sincere thanks to those people serving on the 

board that include Linda Stone, Nancy Congdon, 

Mary Shantz, Sean Raghailligh, David Stone, Dax 

Franklin-Hicks, Debra Olson-Tolar, and Rev. Delle 

McCormick and to others that make periodic input 

to us. 
 

One constant that we have at both services is Rev. 

Delle McCormick.  Although we often take the minister for granted, we are truly blessed to have a 

person with such stage presence, a compelling message each week, and the energy to handle the 

demands that church leadership places on the pastor.  Her active presence in the community, per-

sonal study as she pursues her Doctorate of Divinity, seminars on Biblical interpretation, and partici-

pation in workshops like last May's Festival of Homiletics (preaching in the church) help keep the 

worship services vibrant, relevant and inspiring.  Please take a moment and send her a note of 

thanks for all her effort.   We also have appreciated the contribution of Pam Denzer to the worship 

events. 
 

WM&A continues to listen for feedback from 

worshipers during the year, evaluate our wor-

ship liturgy, and work with other groups to en-

hance your worship experience.   At its incep-

tion WMA agreed that we would thoroughly un-

derstand the ramifications of any changes rec-

ommended for the worship service before pro-

ceeding.  Today we continue that practice.   

Please talk with WMA members so they get 

your feedback on worship, music and art at 

Rincon Congregational UCC. 
 

Because elements come together almost flaw-

lessly, week after week, we sometime forget 
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just how many people share their talents and skills to praise God.  Here's the list:  Communion prep 

(1), Stranger (10), Ushers (6), Chancel Choir (16), Digital Worship Team (8), Acolytes (1); for a total 

of 42 people.  Participants are listed and acknowledged below. 
 

We also thank the Rincon Band, Chancel Choir, and supporting musicians for sharing their musical 

talents with us throughout the year.  The band includes:  Dr. Sean Elliot, Eric Johnson, Rev. Dave 

Buss,  Ina Merson, Kim Elliott, Meghan Elliott, Don e Merson, Sam Merson, Thomas Merson, Kim 

Merson, Sean Raghailligh, Donald Nadeau, and Linda Schloss.  The Chancel Choir includes Chris-

tine Lamoreaux, Ann Geiger, Barbara Myers, Linda Stone, Carol Wilson, Amanda Goodenow, San-

dra Hedrick,  Gordon Geiger, Jim Harper, Sean Raghailligh, Rich Lamoreaux, Mike Wilson, and 

David Stone.  Our entire music program is made possible by our very talented organist/pianist, Dr. 

Alexander Tentser, and music director Bryan Van Gelder. 
 

We are blessed to have Dax Franklin-Hicks, Liam Shapiro, Ina Merson and David Stone sharing 

their creative and technical talent to bring us this special perspective on the worship message.  Spe-

cial thanks to Chris Jones, who provides the audio-video technical support for the church;  Dax 

Franklin-Hicks, Kim Elliott, Sean Elliott, Meghan Elliott, Chris Jones, Ina Merson, Sean Raghailligh,  

and Pam Spears for providing the video projections of the worship service each week. 
 

Last but certainly not least WM&A organizes the hospitality efforts that provide communion service, 
hosts, greeters and ushers for our worship services.  These include: 

 
First Service:  Linda Schloss, Linda Johnson, Inga Detweiler, Barb Kuelbs, Ann Geiger, Vickie 
Young-Chiverton, Laverne Rahn, Madeline Kiser, Minta Keyes, Larry Schloss, Kim Elliott, 
Cydne Bolton, and Meghan Elliott. 
 

Second Service:  Butch Clark, Nancy Kendrew, Jacky Zahm, Bill Sulzer, Jean Granillo, Julie 

Cahoon, Carly Cahoon, Steve Cahoon, Mike Wilson, Gordon Geiger, Linda Stone, Ceanne 

Alvine, Chris Jones, Reese Woodling, Nancy Woodling, Minta Keyes, Edwin Holliday Sharon 

Hildebrand, Lois Runyon, Gene Buell, Beverly Buell, Ray Curtis, Debbie Curtis, Shari Murphy, 

Barbara Gruber, Randy Decker, Shawn Hansen,  Katie Geran, David Stone, Linda Stone Tom 

Goodenow, Jennifer Black,  Ed Sulzer and Debbie Yarnes. 
 

Rincon’s Friends of Music team, an arm of WM&A, continues to provide support to our music pro-

gram and sponsors the annual “Dazzling Bouquet of Music” concert series now in its fourth season.  

Members of the FOM are Rich Lamoreaux, Dr. Alexander Tentser, 

Bryan Vander Gelder, David Stone, Linda Stone, Ted Goodridge, 

Chris Jones, and Linda Moore. 
 

WM&A maintains Rincon’s “Wedding Policy”, which is available on 

the church website.  If you have questions about the policy please 

contact the chairperson of  the WM&A ministry team. WM&A pro-

posed to make some enhancements to the front of the sanctuary, 

specifically the area behind the cross.  Before we commit to make 

any changes the recommendations will be carefully vetted with all 

of you. 
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We invite you to participate in these WM&A activities during 2016.  To join simply come to rehears-

als, or meetings at the posted meeting times.   Should you want to discuss such an opportunity fur-

ther please contact any member of the WM&A board. 

 

The Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Annabel Crites, Chair 
 

The Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund, an irrevocable trust, was set up as an outreach of Rincon 

Congregational United Church of Christ in 1972 by Richard and Dorothy Davis.  In the past year, the 

Fund has assisted three additional students with a connection to Rincon. We have now issued 91 

loans since the fund’s inception. 
 

In December 2015, 9 loans are in the repayment stage, and 7 students are still in school. Two stu-

dents repaid full.  Currently the outstanding loans amount is $146,301.  Our investment portfolio to-

tals $481,870. 
 

The Board makes loans after requests are received, and reviewed as to their merit. Repayment be-

gins 9 months after graduation or the cessation of schooling. Loans are repaid currently at the inter-

est rate of 4% with payments expected monthly.  Any type of schooling that would assist recipients 

improve their life, is acceptable. 
 

Our loan committee is always looking for persons who would benefit from its program. We have 

posted announcements in the Rincon publications to increase the awareness of the DMSF. Applica-

tions are available in the church office and can be obtained via email. 
 

Ann Gilmore, Bob Klingenfus, Bob Stofft, Barbara Meyers, members, Jim Davis as the representa-

tive of the Davis Family. 

The 2016 Slate of Officers 
The Church Officers 

Moderator:   Karen Webster 

Moderator-Elect: Open 

Clerk: Anne Esborn 

Treasurer:  Larry Schloss 

 Ministry Team Chairs 

Buildings & Grounds: Chris Jones 

Congregational Life:   Jean Bronson 

Faith Development: Rebecca Egbert 

Justice and Witness Ministries:  Randy Decker 

Personnel:  Minta Keyes 

Stewardship & Finance:  Michael Wilson 

Worship, Music and Arts:   Nancy Congdon 

 


